
 

 

 

 

       
       

        
    

 
 

        
     

 
      

  
 

 
 

            
    

 
          

         
  

 
        

 
 

       
         

    

 

Common Core State Standards Assessment Consortia
 

Introduction
 

At this meeting, representatives of the PARCC and SBAC Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
Assessment Consortia will discuss several topics on which they are working that are of interest 
to the Governing Board. This discussion will be in a moderated question and answer format.  
After introductory presentations, an opportunity for questions from Board members will be 
provided.  

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) will be 
represented Jeff Nellhaus, P!R��’s Director of Policy, Research, and Design. 

The SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) will be represented by Joe Willhoft, 
S�!�’s Executive Director. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A provides background information on the establishment of the two Common Core 
State Standards Assessment Consortia. 

Attachment B is a map showing current consortia states as recently published in the Education 
Week Curriculum Matters blog by Catherine Gewertz. The complete blog post can be found at 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2014/06/tennessee quits parcc.html. 

Attachment C includes the bio for the PARCC presenter, Jeff Nellhaus, and the slides for his 
presentation. 

Attachment D includes the bio for the SBAC presenter, Joe Willhoft, a summary of the recently 
complete SBAC Field test, and a description of the plans for SBAC online Achievement Level 
Setting, including facts and FAQs. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

      
         

       
          

            
      

     
        

       
 

         
      

      
         

         
          

            
 
       

       
       

      
      

  
        

          
 

          
       

     
    

Attachment A 

Background
 

The Race to the Top Assessment Program, authorized under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), provided funding to consortia of States to develop 
assessments that are valid, support and inform instruction, provide accurate information about 
what students know and can do, and measure student achievement against standards designed 
to ensure that all students gain the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in college and the 
workplace. These assessments are intended to play a critical role in educational systems; 
provide administrators, educators, parents, and students with the data and information needed 
to continuously improve teaching and learning; and help meet the President's goal of restoring, 
by 2020, the nation's position as the world leader in college graduates. 

In September of 2010, the U.S. Department of Education awarded two Comprehensive 
Assessment Systems grants to the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) Consortium and the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortia (SBAC). The 
consortia are to develop and implement assessment systems by the 2014-2015 school year. In 
addition, PARCC and SBAC were each provided a supplemental grant award to support the work 
in their approved application and to successfully transition to the new standards and 
assessments. Each received a supplemental grant award to include activities that focused on: 

 Developing gap analyses between current and new standards, curriculum analysis tools, 
professional development related to the new standards and assessments including support 
for educators to better understand the content of the new standards, state and local 
assessment audits to determine what assessments will no longer be needed. 

 Enhancing technology to be used in the assessments systems, including assessment 
delivery. 

 Supporting educator understanding and use of assessment results, and other steps needed 
to build the professional capacity to implement more rigorous common standards. 

On January 7, 2011, PARCC and SBAC each entered into a Cooperative Agreement with the 
Department regarding these grants. The agreement is intended to provide for substantial 
communication, coordination, and involvement between the Department and the grantee to 
ensure the success of the grant. 
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Attachment C 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 

http://www.PARCConline.org 

Biography of Jeffrey Nellhaus, PARCC Director of Policy, Research, and Design 

Jeffrey Nellhaus serves as the Director of Policy, Research and Design for the PARCC assessment 

consortium. PARCC (Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) is 

one of two state consortia that received Race to the Top Assessment Grants to design and 

develop next generation student assessment systems based on the Common Core State 

Standards in English Language Arts & Literacy and Mathematics. 

Before joining PARCC, Mr. Nellhaus spent nearly 25 years with the Massachusetts Department 

of Elementary and Secondary Education (MA DESE) where held the positions of Deputy 

Commissioner, Acting Commissioner, and Associate Commissioner for Curriculum and 

Assessment. While at the MA DESE, Mr. Nellhaus directed the design, development and 

implementation of the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS), and the 

development of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks, which include the Common Core 

State Standards. For his work on MC!S he was awarded the Manuel Carballo Governor’s !ward 

for Excellence in Public Service. 

Mr. Nellhaus has served on the National Validity Studies Panel to National Assessment of 

Education Progress (NAEP) and on Technical Advisory Committees for the states of Maine, 

Kentucky and Rhode Island. He has also served on the Technical Advisory Committee on 

Standard Setting for NAEP and on the Growth Model Peer Review Panel for the U.S. 

Department of Education.  

Prior to joining the Massachusetts Department of Education, Mr. Nellhaus was a Peace Corps 

Volunteer in India, taught chemistry and mathematics in a public high school in Vermont, and 

directed a federally-funded educational program in Thailand for Cambodian and Laotian 

refugees preparing to resettle in the U.S. 

Mr. Nellhaus holds a B.S. in Chemistry from the University of Massachusetts, a M.S. in Science 

Teaching from Antioch Graduate School of Education, and an Ed.M. in Administration, Policy 

and Planning from Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

Attachment: PARCC Update for NAGB 
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Attachment D 

SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/ 

Biography of Joe Wilhoft, SBAC Executive Director 

Mr. Willhoft is the Executive Director of the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, one of 

two federally-funded consortia that are developing a new generation of state assessment 

systems aligned to the Common Core State Standards. Prior to this appointment he was the 

assistant superintendent for assessment and student information for the state of Washington. 

His responsibilities included design and implementation of Washington’s assessment program 

and collection and reporting of student information for the state’s longitudinal data system. 

Before working at the state level, Joe directed assessment and evaluation activities at the 

district level for more than twenty years, primarily in Tacoma Public Schools in Washington and 

in Maryland. 

Joe earned his doctorate in educational measurement and statistics from the University of 

Maryland. He is past president of the Maryland Assessment Group, the Washington 

Educational Research Association, and the American Educational Research Association 

Classroom Assessment Special Interest Group. He has been involved in multiple collaborative 

data and assessment efforts, including having served on technical advisory committees in 

several states and the Technical Work Group for the most-recent congressionally-mandated 

evaluation of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). He previously served as 

co-chair of the NAEP Policy Advisory Task Force, a collaborative effort of the National 

Assessment Governing Board and the Council of Chief State School Officers.  

Other Attachments: 

SBAC Field Test Report 

SBAC Online Panel for Achievement Level Setting 
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