
 
 

 
                

              

   
 

 
 

 
 

                      

 

 
 

 
 

                
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

      

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

                 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

               
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

National Assessment Governing Board 

Executive Committee 


March 1, 2012 


AGENDA 


4:30 pm Welcome, Introductions, and Agenda Overview
 David Driscoll,  Chair 

4:35 pm Committee Issues and Challenges – March 2012 Meeting
Committee Chairs 

4:45 pm Updating Board Policy Statement: “Redesigning the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress” 

David Driscoll 

[Plan for Future Discussion on Cross-Cutting Issues 

Potential Topics: 

x NAEP Reporting on 12th Grade Academic Preparedness 

x Comparing NAEP and PISA 

x Comparing NAEP and Common Core Assessments 

x The Future of NAEP] 

Attachment A 

4:50 pm Ad Hoc Committee on NAEP Parent Engagement 
Tonya Miles,  Ad Hoc Committee Chair 

See Ad Hoc
Committee 
Tab 

Closed Session  5:00 – 6:00 pm 

5:00 – 6:00 pm NAEP Budget, Assessment Schedule, and Contract Cost Estimates: 
FY 2013 and Beyond 

Cornelia Orr, Executive Director 
Peggy Carr, Associate Commissioner, NCES 

Attachment B 

6:00 pm Adjourn 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

Attachment A 

Updating the Governing Board Policy Statement 
“Redesigning the National Assessment of Educational Progress” 

Following the November 1994 Board meeting, then Chair William Randall established a work 
group on strategic planning for NAEP.  The work group was composed of Board members, 
chaired by Mark Musick, and staffed by Ray Fields.  

The need for strategic planning was prompted by several factors.  The first trial state 
assessment—in mathematics at grade 8—had been conducted in 1990, with successive trials in 
1992 and 1994 in reading and mathematics at grades 4 and 8, either by single subject and grade 
or in different subject/grade combinations.  There was a degree of unpredictability to the 
schedule of state assessments, due in large part to the evolving nature of the legislative 
authorizations for state assessments and a changing budget outlook for NAEP.  This led, at times, 
to late notice to states about changes to the schedule for an imminent assessment. States saw the 
value in state NAEP and were volunteering, but were frustrated by the absence of a dependable 
schedule available several years in advance of the assessments to permit orderly in-state 
planning.  

In addition, the Governing Board, almost from its inception, had expressed concern to NCES 
about the excessive period of time from the end of NAEP testing to the release of assessment 
results, frequently as long as two years.  The Board also was concerned about the fact that the 
format and content of NAEP reporting was aimed more at researchers than the general public, 
educators, and policymakers.   

While NAEP had been conducted annually during its first decade in the 1970s, the schedule 
changed to a biannual basis during the 1980s and well into the 1990s.  As a consequence, subject 
coverage and frequency were limited.  The Governing Board embarked on the strategic planning 
process to identify strategies that could lead to efficiencies in assessment and greater subject 
coverage. 

Through an extensive process of structured full-Board deliberation, consultation with NAEP 
stakeholders and experts, consultation with NCES, and public comment, the work group 
prepared the policy statement on “Redesigning the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress.”  In August 1996, the Governing Board adopted the policy statement that appears on 
the following pages. 

This seminal policy has served as a compass for the Board and NAEP.   It contains 
the underlying basis for many of the fundamental positions the Board holds today. For example, 
it is the original source of 6 months as the goal for reporting NAEP results, the definition of the 
"general public" as the primary audience for NAEP reports, and the rationale for the 10-year 
outlook for the schedule of assessments, to name a few. 

However, the educational environment NAEP is to serve has changed substantially since 1996.  
Executive Committee members have proposed taking a fresh look at this policy statement and 
revising or replacing it.  The Executive Committee discussion will afford the opportunity to 
consider this proposal. There also will be a brief discussion of potential topics for future 
Executive Committee consideration. 



 

 

 

   
 

Adopted: August 2, 1996 

� 
National Assessment Governing Board 

Redesigning the National Assessment of Educational Progress� 

Policy Statement 

Foreword 
This policy statement was adopted in 1996, at a time when Congress had codified 
National Education Goals targeted for accomplishment by the year 2000.  It was the 
expectation that the National Assessment of Educational Progress would be a primary 
means for monitoring progress in achieving the goal addressing student achievement and 
this expectation is reflected in the policy below.  The National Education Goals 
legislation is no longer in effect and has been superceded by other national policies, the 
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) being the most germane.  Therefore, the 
references to National Education Goals in this policy statement are no longer relevant. 

Under NCLB, state level participation in assessments in reading and mathematics in 
grades 4 and 8 became mandatory.  Participation is required on a biennial basis, 
affecting costs and technical design. However, the overall intent and impact of the 
policy—to clarify purpose, define the audience, set forth limitations, maintain quality and 
integrity, and bring efficiencies to the design of the assessment—remain in effect and 
continue to guide the policy setting and operations of the National Assessment. 
(Foreword added August 2007.)� 

A Better Way to Measure Educational Progress in America 

� $Q�HIIHFWLYH�GHPRFUDF\�DQG�D�VWURQJ�HFRQRP\�UHTXLUH�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG�FLWL]HQV���$� 
JRRG�HGXFDWLRQ�OD\V�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�JHWWLQJ�D�JRRG�MRE��OHDGLQJ�D�IXOILOOLQJ�OLIH��DQG� 
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�FRQVWUXFWLYHO\�LQ�VRFLHW\�� 
� 
�� %XW�LV�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�LQ�\RXU�VWDWH�DQG�LQ�$PHULFD�JRRG�HQRXJK"��+RZ�GR� 
RXU���WK�JUDGHUV�FRPSDUH�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�LQ�RWKHU�QDWLRQV�LQ�PDWKHPDWLFV�DQG�VFLHQFH"��'R� 
RXU��WK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�DQ�DGHTXDWH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUNLQJV�RI�RXU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO� 
GHPRFUDF\"��+RZ�ZHOO�GR�RXU��WK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV�UHDG��ZULWH��DQG�FRPSXWH"��7KH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQDO�3URJUHVV�LV�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF�WR�NQRZ�ZLWK�DFFXUDF\� 
KRZ�$PHULFDQ�VWXGHQWV�DUH�DFKLHYLQJ�QDWLRQDOO\�DQG�VWDWH�E\�VWDWH�� 



��� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWV�DW�JUDGHV�������DQG������%\�ODZ��LW�FRYHUV�WHQ�VXEMHFWV�� 
LQFOXGLQJ�UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ��PDWKHPDWLFV��DQG�VFLHQFH���7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�KDV� 
SHUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV�WKDW�LQGLFDWH�ZKHWKHU�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�LV��JRRG�HQRXJK����7KH� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�QRW�D�QDWLRQDO�H[DP�WDNHQ�E\�DOO�VWXGHQWV���,Q�IDFW��RQO\�VHYHUDO� 
WKRXVDQG�VWXGHQWV�DUH�WHVWHG�SHU�JUDGH��FRPSULVLQJ�FDUHIXOO\�GUDZQ�VDPSOHV�WKDW�UHSUHVHQW� 
WKH�QDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�VWDWHV���6LQFH�LWV�ILUVW�WHVW�LQ�������WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW� 
KDV�HDUQHG�D�WUXVWHG�UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�LWV�TXDOLW\�DQG�FUHGLELOLW\���7KDW�UHSXWDWLRQ�PXVW�EH� 
PDLQWDLQHG�� 
� 
� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�XQLTXH�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�QDWLRQDO��VWDWH�E\�VWDWH��DQG���WK� 
JUDGH�UHVXOWV���6WDWH�DQG�ORFDO�WHVW�UHVXOWV�FDQQRW�EH�XVHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�QDWLRQDO�SLFWXUH�RI� 
VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW���6WDWHV�DQG�ORFDO�VFKRROV�XVH�GLIIHUHQW�WHVWV�WKDW�YDU\�LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V��� 
7KH�UHVXOWV�FDQQRW�VLPSO\�EH��DGGHG�XS��WR�JHW�D�QDWLRQDO�VFRUH�QRU�FDQ�VWDWH�VFRUHV�RQ�WKHLU� 
GLIIHUHQW�WHVWV�EH�FRPSDUHG���7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�EHOLHYHV�WKDW� 
WZHOIWK�JUDGH�DFKLHYHPHQW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PRQLWRU�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��EHFDXVH�WKH���WK� 
JUDGH�PDUNV�WKH�HQG�RI�HOHPHQWDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�SRLQW�IRU�PRVW� 
VWXGHQWV�IURP�VFKRRO�WR�ZRUN��WR�FROOHJH��RU�WR�WHFKQLFDO�WUDLQLQJ���7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW� 
LV�WKH�RQO\�VRXUFH�RI�QDWLRQDOO\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�GDWD�DW�WKH���WK�JUDGH���&ROOHJH�HQWUDQFH�WHVWV� 
VXFK�DV�WKH�$&7�DQG�WKH�6$7�DUH�WDNHQ�RQO\�E\�VWXGHQWV�SODQQLQJ�RQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��WKH� 
UHVXOWV�GR�QRW�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�RI�WKH�WRWDO���WK�JUDGH�FODVV���$QG�WR�GDWH��YLUWXDOO\� 
QR�VWDWH�EDVHG�DVVHVVPHQW�SURJUDP�WHVWV���WK�JUDGHUV��� 
� 
� :KLOH�WKHUH�LV�PXFK�DERXW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WKDW�LV�ZRUNLQJ�ZHOO��WKHUH�LV�D� 
SUREOHP���8QGHU�LWV�FXUUHQW�GHVLJQ��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWV�WRR�IHZ�VXEMHFWV��WRR� 
LQIUHTXHQWO\��DQG�UHSRUWV�DFKLHYHPHQW�UHVXOWV�WRR�ODWH²DV�PXFK�DV����WR����PRQWKV�DIWHU� 
WHVWLQJ���7HVWLQJ�RFFXUV�HYHU\�RWKHU�\HDU���'XULQJ�WKH�����
 V��RQO\�UHDGLQJ�DQG�PDWKHPDWLFV� 
ZLOO�EH�WHVWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH�XVLQJ�XS�WR�GDWH�WHVWV�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV���6L[�VXEMHFWV� 
ZLOO�EH�WHVWHG�RQO\�RQFH�DQG�WZR�VXEMHFWV�QRW�DW�DOO�GXULQJ�WKH�����
 V��� 
� 
� :K\�LV�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWLQJ�VR�IHZ�VXEMHFWV�DQG�IHZHU�VXEMHFWV�QRZ�WKDQ� 
\HDUV�DJR"��2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�KDV�EHFRPH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRPSOH[���,WV� 
TXDOLW\�DQG�LQWHJULW\�KDYH�OHG�WR�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�GHPDQGV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�EH\RQG�LWV�FHQWUDO� 
SXUSRVH���0HHWLQJ�WKRVH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�ZDV�GRQH�ZLWK�JRRG�LQWHQWLRQV�DQG�VHHPHG�ULJKW�IRU� 
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DW�WKH�WLPH���+RZHYHU��DGGLWLRQV�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�KDYH�EHHQ��WDFNHG� 
RQ��ZLWKRXW�FKDQJLQJ�WKH�EDVLF�GHVLJQ��GULYLQJ�XS�FRVWV�DQG�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXEMHFWV� 
WKDW�FDQ�EH�WHVWHG���� 
� 
� )RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHUH�D�VLQJOH�����SDJH�PDWKHPDWLFV�UHSRUW�RQFH�VXIILFHG�� 
PDWKHPDWLFV�UHSRUWLQJ�LQ������FRQVLVWHG�RI�VHYHQ�YROXPHV�WRWDOLQJ�DOPRVW�������SDJHV��QRW� 
LQFOXGLQJ�LQGLYLGXDO�VWDWH�UHSRUWV���$OVR��WKHUH�DUH�QRZ�WZR�VHSDUDWH�WHVWLQJ�SURJUDPV�IRU� 
UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ��PDWK��DQG�VFLHQFH���2QH�PRQLWRUV�WUHQGV�XVLQJ�WHVWV�GHYHORSHG�GXULQJ�WKH� 
����
 V��WKH�RWKHU�UHIOHFWV�FXUUHQW�YLHZV�RQ�LQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�XVHV�SHUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV�WR� 
UHSRUW�ZKHWKHU�DFKLHYHPHQW�LV�JRRG�HQRXJK�� 
� 
�� 7KH�FXUUHQW�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GHVLJQ�LV�RYHUEXUGHQHG��LQHIILFLHQW��DQG�UHGXQGDQW��� 
,W�LV�XQDEOH�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�IUHTXHQW��WLPHO\�UHSRUWV�RQ�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�WKH�$PHULFDQ� 
SXEOLF�QHHGV���7KH�FKDOOHQJH�LV�WR�VXSSO\�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��PRUH�TXLFNO\��ZLWK�WKH�IXQGLQJ� 
DYDLODEOH�� 

� ��
 



   

 
 

 
 

� 7R�PHHW�WKLV�FKDOOHQJH��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GHVLJQ�PXVW�EH�FKDQJHG��EXLOGLQJ� 
RQ�LWV�VWUHQJWKV�ZKLOH�PDNLQJ�LW�PRUH�HIILFLHQW���7KH�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�PXVW� 
EH�VLPSOLILHG���7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�PXVW�EH�VKDUSO\�IRFXVHG�DQG�LWV� 
SULQFLSDO�DXGLHQFH�FOHDUO\�GHILQHG���%HFDXVH�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�FDQQRW�GR�DOO�WKDW� 
VRPH�ZRXOG�KDYH�LW�GR��WUDGH�RIIV�PXVW�EH�PDGH�DPRQJ�GHVLUDEOH�DFWLYLWLHV���8VHIXO�EXW�OHVV� 
LPSRUWDQW�DFWLYLWLHV�PD\�KDYH�WR�EH�UHGXFHG��HOLPLQDWHG��RU�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�RWKHUV���7KH� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�PXVW��VWLFN�WR�LWV�NQLWWLQJ��LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�PRUH�FRVW�HIIHFWLYH��UHDFK� 
PRUH�RI�WKH�SXEOLF��SURYLGH�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�PRUH�SURPSWO\��DQG�PDLQWDLQ�LWV�LQWHJULW\���� 
� 

National Assessment Redesign
� 
� 7R�SURYLGH�WKH�$PHULFDQ�SXEOLF�ZLWK�PRUH�IUHTXHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�PRUH�VXEMHFWV� 
DERXW�WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW��FKDQJHV�PXVW�EH�PDGH�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�WKH� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�GHVLJQHG�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV�DUH�UHSRUWHG���7KHVH�FKDQJHV�DUH�GHVFULEHG� 
LQ�WKLV�SROLF\�VWDWHPHQW���8QGHUJLUGLQJ�WKHVH�FKDQJHV�LV�DQ�H[SOLFLW�VWDWHPHQW�RI�WKH� 
SXUSRVHV��REMHFWLYHV��DXGLHQFHV��DQG�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�� 
� 
� :KLOH�FKDQJH�LV�LQ�RUGHU��PDQ\�FXUUHQW�SROLFLHV�VKRXOG�FRQWLQXH���)RU�H[DPSOH�� 
UHOLDELOLW\��YDOLGLW\��DQG�TXDOLW\�RI�GDWD�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�KDOOPDUNV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW��� 
7KH�VDPSOH�RI�WHVWHG�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�DV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DV�SRVVLEOH��XVLQJ�SROLFLHV�DQG� 
SURFHGXUHV�WKDW�PD[LPL]H�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV�LQFOXGHG�ZKR�DUH�GLVDEOHG�RU�DUH�RI� 
OLPLWHG�(QJOLVK�SURILFLHQF\���$QG�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�WUHQGV�RYHU�WLPH�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�D�FHQWUDO� 
FRPPLWPHQW�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW��� 
� 
� 7KH�LQWHQW�RI�WKLV�SROLF\�VWDWHPHQW�LV�WR�JXLGH�FXUUHQW�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW��WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�QHZ�UHTXHVWV�IRU�SURSRVDOV�IRU�FRQWUDFWV�IRU�FRQGXFWLQJ� 
WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DQG�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW� 
*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG���&RQWUDFWV�IRU�FXUUHQW�RSHUDWLRQV�H[WHQG�WKURXJK�DVVHVVPHQWV�WR�EH� 
FRQGXFWHG�LQ��������1HZ�FRQWUDFWV�ZRXOG�FRYHU�DVVHVVPHQWV�DV�HDUO\�DV������DQG� 
WKHUHDIWHU�� 
� 
� 
Purpose and Objectives of the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress
� 
� 7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�VWDWHG�LQ�LWV�OHJLVODWLRQ�� 
� 
� “...to provide a fair and accurate presentation of educational achievement in 

reading, writing, and the other subjects included in the third National 
Education Goal, regarding student achievement and citizenship.” 

� 
� 7KXV��WKH�FHQWUDO�FRQFHUQ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�WR�LQIRUP�WKH�QDWLRQ�RQ�WKH� 
VWDWXV�RI�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW���7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKLV� 
VKRXOG�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�WKURXJK�WKH�IROORZLQJ�REMHFWLYHV��� 

� ��
 



  

  
  

 
 

 

   

1. To measure national and state progress toward the third National Education 
Goal and provide timely, fair, and accurate data about student achievement at 
the national level, among the states, and in comparison with other nations; 

2. To develop, through a broadly inclusive process, sound assessments to 
measure what students know and can do as well what students should know 
and be able to do; and 

3. To help states and others link their assessments with the National Assessment 
and use National Assessment data to improve education performance.� 

� 
� 7KH�VSHFLILF�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GHVFULEHG�EHORZ�DUH� 
GLVFXVVHG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�REMHFWLYHV��� 

The Audience for the National Assessment 
� 
� 7KH�SULPDU\�DXGLHQFH�IRU�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�UHVXOWV�LV�WKH�$PHULFDQ�SXEOLF�� 
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF�LQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�UHFHLYH�WKHLU�RZQ�UHVXOWV�IURP�WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW���5HSRUWV�VKRXOG�EH�ZULWWHQ�IRU�WKLV�DXGLHQFH���5HVXOWV�VKRXOG�EH�UHOHDVHG�ZLWKLQ� 
��PRQWKV�RI�WHVWLQJ���5HSRUWV�VKRXOG�EH�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH��IUHH�RI�MDUJRQ��HDV\�WR�XVH��DQG� 
ZLGHO\�GLVVHPLQDWHG���$OWKRXJK�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLEOH��GLUHFW��DQG�XVHIXO��WKH�UHSRUWV�ZLOO�QRW� 
WUDGH�DFFXUDF\�IRU�VLPSOLFLW\���7KH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�KLJK�TXDOLW\�RI�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�UHSRUWV� 
ZLOO�EH�FRQWLQXHG��ZLWK�QR�HURVLRQ�RI�YDOLGLW\�DQG�UHOLDELOLW\���$VVHVVPHQW�TXHVWLRQV�DQG� 
VDPSOHV�RI�VWXGHQW�ZRUN�WKDW�LOOXVWUDWH�SHUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�UHFHLYH� 
KHLJKWHQHG�SURPLQHQFH�LQ�UHSRUWV�� 
���������� 
� 3ULQFLSDO�XVHUV�RI�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GDWD�DUH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�VWDWH�SROLF\PDNHUV�DQG� 
HGXFDWRUV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW��FXUULFXOD��WHVWLQJ��DQG�VWDQGDUGV���1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�GDWD�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKHVH�XVHUV�LQ�IRUPV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�WR� 
LQWHUSUHW�UHVXOWV�WR�WKH�SXEOLF��WR�LPSURYH�HGXFDWLRQ�SHUIRUPDQFH��DQG�WR�SHUIRUP�VHFRQGDU\� 
DQDO\VLV���� 

Limitations: What the National Assessment Is Not 
� 
� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�GHVFULEH�KRZ�ZHOO�VWXGHQWV�DUH�SHUIRUPLQJ�� 
EXW�QRW�WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\���7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�RQO\�SURYLGHV�JURXS�UHVXOWV��LW�LV�QRW�DQ� 
LQGLYLGXDO�VWXGHQW�WHVW���7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWV�DFDGHPLF�VXEMHFWV�DQG�GRHV�QRW� 
FROOHFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�LQGLYLGXDO�VWXGHQWV
 �SHUVRQDO�YDOXHV�RU�DWWLWXGHV���(DFK�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�WHVW�LV�GHYHORSHG�WKURXJK�D�QDWLRQDO�FRQVHQVXV�SURFHVV���7KLV�QDWLRQDO�FRQVHQVXV� 
SURFHVV�WDNHV�LQWR�DFFRXQW�HGXFDWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV��WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�UHVHDUFK��DQG� 
FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�FXUULFXOD���+RZHYHU��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�LQGHSHQGHQW�RI�DQ\� 
SDUWLFXODU�FXUULFXOXP�DQG�GRHV�QRW�SURPRWH�VSHFLILF�LGHDV��LGHRORJLHV��RU�WHDFKLQJ� 
WHFKQLTXHV���1RU�LV�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�PHDQV��E\�LWVHOI��IRU�LPSURYLQJ� 
LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FODVVURRPV��HYDOXDWLQJ�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�VSHFLILF�WHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��RU� 
GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�SDUWLFXODU�DSSURDFKHV�WR�FXUULFXOD�DUH�ZRUNLQJ���� 

� ��
 



 

    
  

  




  
 

   
 

 
    

 
   

    

OBJECTIVE 1: To measure national and state progress toward the third National 
Education Goal and provide timely, fair, and accurate data about student 
achievement at the national level, among the states, and in comparison with other 
nations.� 
� 
� 
Assess all subjects specified by Congress: reading, writing, 
mathematics, science, history, geography, civics, the arts, foreign 
language, and economics.
� � 
� 7KH�JDS�PXVW�EH�FORVHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXEMHFWV�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV� 
UHTXLUHG�WR�DVVHVV�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VXEMHFWV�LW�FDQ�DVVHVV�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO�XQGHU�WKH� 
FXUUHQW�GHVLJQ���%\�ODZ��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�DVVHVV�WHQ�VXEMHFWV�DQG� 
UHSRUW�UHVXOWV�DQG�WUHQGV���,Q�RUGHU�WR�FKDUW�SURJUHVV�DQG�UHSRUW�WUHQGV��VXEMHFWV�PXVW�EH� 
DVVHVVHG�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH���+RZHYHU��GXULQJ�WKH����� V�RQO\�UHDGLQJ�DQG�PDWKHPDWLFV�ZLOO� 
KDYH�EHHQ�DVVHVVHG�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH�XVLQJ�XS�WR�GDWH�WHVWV�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV�WR� 
UHSRUW�KRZ�ZHOO�VWXGHQWV�DUH�GRLQJ���� 
� 
� 6RPH�KDYH�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�D�VROXWLRQ�LV�WR�FRPELQH�LQWR�D�VLQJOH�DVVHVVPHQW�VHYHUDO� 
UHODWHG�VXEMHFWV��H�J��UHDGLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ�DQG�RU�KLVWRU\��JHRJUDSK\��FLYLFV��DQG�HFRQRPLFV���� 
8QGHU�VXFK�DQ�DSSURDFK��DVVHVVPHQW�GDWD�ZRXOG�EH�UHSRUWHG�XVLQJ�ERWK�DQ�RYHUDOO�VFRUH�DQG� 
VXE�VFRUHV�IRU�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�GLVFLSOLQHV���$OWKRXJK�VXFK�DQ�DSSURDFK�KDV�WKH�DSSHDO�RI� 
UHGXFLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VHSDUDWH�DVVHVVPHQWV��LWV�IHDVLELOLW\��GHVLUDELOLW\��DQG�FRVWV�DUH� 
XQNQRZQ���$OVR��VXFK�DQ�DSSURDFK�KDV�IDU�UHDFKLQJ�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�WHVW�IUDPHZRUNV�WKDW� 
JXLGH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�HDFK�DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�IRU�UHSRUWLQJ�UHVXOWV���7KHVH�LPSOLFDWLRQV� 
PXVW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�FDUHIXOO\���)RU�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�IXWXUH��VXEMHFWV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH� 
DVVHVVHG�VHSDUDWHO\���+RZHYHU��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR� 
SURYLGLQJ�WKH�SXEOLF�ZLWK�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DV�HIILFLHQWO\�DV�SRVVLEOH���7KH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG� 
ZLOO�FRQVXOW�ZLWK�WHFKQLFDO�H[SHUWV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�SROLF\PDNHUV��LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH� 
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�DVVHVVPHQW�IUDPHZRUNV��WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�IHDVLELOLW\��GHVLUDELOLW\��DQG�FRVWV� 
RI�FRPELQLQJ�VHYHUDO�UHODWHG�VXEMHFWV�LQWR�D�VLQJOH�DVVHVVPHQW�� 
� 

x	 The National Assessment shall be conducted annually, two or three 
subjects per year, in order to cover all required subjects at least twice a 
decade. 

x	 The National Assessment shall assess all subjects listed in the third 
National Educational Goal—reading, writing, mathematics, science, 
history, geography, civics, the arts, foreign language and economics— 
according to a publicly released schedule adopted by the National 
Assessment Governing Board, covering eight to ten years, with reading, 
writing, mathematics, and science tested more frequently than the other 
subjects. 

x The National Assessment Governing Board shall consult with technical 
experts and with education policymakers, in conjunction with the 
development of assessment frameworks, to determine the feasibility, 
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desirability, and costs of combining several related subjects into a single 
assessment. 

� 
� 
Provide National Assessment results for states 
� 
� ,Q�������WHVWLQJ�DW�WKH�VWDWH�OHYHO�ZDV�DGGHG�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DV�D�WULDO�� 
ZLWK�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�VWULFWO\�YROXQWDU\��VXEMHFWV�DQG�JUDGHV�VSHFLILHG�LQ�ODZ��DQG�DQ� 
LQGHSHQGHQW�HYDOXDWLRQ�UHTXLUHG���3UHYLRXVO\��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�KDG�UHSRUWHG�RQO\� 
QDWLRQDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�UHVXOWV���)RU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH��WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�UHOHYDQW�WR�LQGLYLGXDOV� 
LQ�VWDWHV�ZKR�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�DERXW�HGXFDWLRQ�IXQGLQJ��JRYHUQDQFH��DQG�SROLF\���$V�D�UHVXOW�� 
VWDWHV�QRZ�DUH�PDMRU�XVHUV�RI�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GDWD�� 
� 
��� 3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�ZDV�VWURQJ�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�VWDWH�OHYHO�DVVHVVPHQW�LQ������DQG�KDV�JURZQ�WR� 
LQFOXGH�HYHQ�PRUH�VWDWHV���,Q����������VWDWHV�DQG���MXULVGLFWLRQV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH� 
PDWKHPDWLFV�DVVHVVPHQWV�DW�JUDGH���DQG���DQG�WKH�VFLHQFH�DVVHVVPHQW�DW�JUDGH�����7KH� 
LQGHSHQGHQW�HYDOXDWLRQ�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�WULDO�VWDWH�DVVHVVPHQWV�SURGXFHG�YDOLG�DQG�UHOLDEOH� 
GDWD���7KH�HYDOXDWLRQ�UHSRUW�UHFRPPHQGHG��DQG�&RQJUHVV�DJUHHG��WKDW�VWDWH�OHYHO� 
DVVHVVPHQWV��ZLWK�FRQWLQXHG�HYDOXDWLRQV��EH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH������UHDXWKRUL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�� 
� 
��� &XUUHQWO\��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GUDZV�D�VHSDUDWH�VDPSOH�WR�REWDLQ�QDWLRQDO� 
UHVXOWV�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�VDPSOHV�GUDZQ�IRU�LQGLYLGXDO�VWDWH�UHSRUWV���.HHSLQJ�WKH�VFKRROV� 
GUDZQ�IRU�QDWLRQDO�VDPSOHV�FRPSOHWHO\�SDUWLWLRQHG�IURP�WKH�VWDWH�VDPSOHV�LQFUHDVHV�FRVWV� 
DQG�FUHDWHV�DGGLWLRQDO�EXUGHQV�RQ�VWDWHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�VPDOO�VWDWHV����2SWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH� 
LGHQWLILHG�IRU�PDNLQJ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�VWDWH�VDPSOHV�PRUH�HIILFLHQW�DQG�OHVV�EXUGHQVRPH��� 
)RU�H[DPSOH��LW�PD\�EH�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWDWH�VDPSOH�VL]H�RI�����VFKRROV�WR�D� 
VPDOOHU�QXPEHU��H�J���������ZLWKRXW�D�JUHDW�ORVV�LQ�SUHFLVLRQ��� 
� 
� 6WDWHV�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�IRU�PDQ\�UHDVRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WR�KDYH�DQ� 
XQELDVHG��H[WHUQDO�EHQFKPDUN�WR�KHOS�WKHP�PDNH�MXGJPHQWV�DERXW�WKHLU�RZQ�WHVWV�DQG� 
VWDQGDUGV���1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GDWD�DUH�XVHG�WR�PDNH�FRPSDULVRQV�WR�RWKHU�VWDWHV��WR�KHOS� 
GHWHUPLQH�LI�FXUULFXOXP�DQG�VWDQGDUGV�DUH�ULJRURXV�HQRXJK��WR�GHYHORS�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW� 
FXUULFXODU�VWUHQJWKV�DQG�ZHDNQHVVHV��WR�PDNH�VWDWH�WR�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSDULVRQV��DQG�WR� 
SURYLGH�D�JHQHUDO�LQGLFDWRU�RI�DFKLHYHPHQW���� 
� 
� 7KHUH�LV�D�VWURQJ�LQWHUHVW�DPRQJ�VWDWHV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WR� 
JHW�VWDWH�OHYHO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DW�JUDGHV���DQG���LQ�UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ��PDWKHPDWLFV��DQG�VFLHQFH��� 
7KH�OHYHO�RI�LQWHUHVW�LQ�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�YDULHV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH� 
RWKHU�VXEMHFWV��L�H���KLVWRU\��JHRJUDSK\��FLYLFV��HFRQRPLFV��WKH�DUWV��DQG�IRUHLJQ�ODQJXDJH�� 
DQG�DW�JUDGH�����ZKHUH�VWDWH�RIILFLDOV�VD\�WKDW�REWDLQLQJ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�IURP�KLJK�VFKRROV�DQG� 
��WK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV�LV�GLIILFXOW�� 
� 
� 6RPH�VWDWHV��KRZHYHU��ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�XVH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWV�LQ�WKH� 
RWKHU�VXEMHFWV�DQG�DW�JUDGH������6XFK�XVH�RI�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWV�ZRXOG�EH�FRQGXFWHG� 
DV�D�VHUYLFH��ZLWK�WKH�UHSRUWLQJ�RI�UHVXOWV�DQG�PDLQWHQDQFH�RI�GDWD�XQGHU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�WKH� 
VWDWH���6WDWHV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�XVH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWV�LI�WKH\�DGKHUH�WR�UHTXLUHPHQWV�WR� 
SURWHFW�WKH�LQWHJULW\�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�SURJUDP�DQG�SD\�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�FRVWV���$W� 
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WKH�SUHVHQW�WLPH��VWDWHV�WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WR�JHW�VWDWH�OHYHO� 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DW�JUDGHV���DQG���LQ�UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ��PDWKHPDWLFV��DQG�VFLHQFH�SURYLGH�LQ�NLQG� 
VXSSRUW�WR�FRYHU�WKH�FRVW�RI�LQ�VWDWH�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�DQG�WHVW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ���7KH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�SURJUDP�FRYHUV�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�FRVWV��LQFOXGLQJ�WHVW�GHYHORSPHQW��VDPSOLQJ�� 
DQDO\VLV��DQG�UHSRUWLQJ���6WDWHV�WKDW�ZLVK�WR�XVH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWV�LQ�RWKHU�VXEMHFWV� 
DQG�DW�JUDGH����ZRXOG�SD\�IRU�PXFK�RI�WKHVH�DGGLWLRQDO�FRVWV���� 
� 
� 6WDWHV�DUH�DFWLYH�SDUWQHUV�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�SURJUDP���6WDWHV�KHOS�GHYHORS� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVW�IUDPHZRUNV��UHYLHZ�WHVW�LWHPV��DQG�DVVLVW�LQ�FRQGXFWLQJ�WKH�WHVWV��� 
7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�SURJUDP�LV�HIIHFWLYH��WR�D�JUHDW�GHJUHH��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW� 
RI�WKH�VWDWHV�� 
� 
� %HFDXVH�LW�LV�XVHIXO�WR�WKHP��DQG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�LQYHVW�WLPH�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�LW��VWDWHV� 
ZDQW�D�GHSHQGDEOH�VFKHGXOH�IRU�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWLQJ���:LWK�D�GHSHQGDEOH�VFKHGXOH�� 
VWDWHV�WKDW�ZDQW�WR�ZLOO�EH�EHWWHU�DEOH�WR�FRRUGLQDWH�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ� 
VWDWH�WHVWLQJ�SURJUDP�DQG�PDNH�EHWWHU�XVH�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DV�DQ�H[WHUQDO� 
UHIHUHQFH�SRLQW�� 
� 

x	 National Assessment state-level assessments shall be conducted on a 
reliable, predictable schedule according to an eight to ten year plan 
adopted by the National Assessment Governing Board. 

x	 Reading, writing, mathematics, and science at grades 4 and 8 shall be 
given priority for National Assessment state-level assessments. 

x	 States shall have the option to use National Assessment tests in other 
subjects and at grade 12 by assuming a larger share of the costs and 
adhering to requirements that protect the integrity of the National 
Assessment program. However, the National Assessment Governing 
Board shall seek ways to make such use of National Assessment tests 
attractive and financially feasible.� 

x	 Where possible, changes in national and state sampling procedures shall 
be made that will reduce burden on states, increase efficiency, and save 
costs.� 

� 
� 
Vary the amount of detail in testing and in reporting results
� 
� 0RUH�VXEMHFWV�FDQ�EH�DVVHVVHG�LI�GLIIHUHQW�VWUDWHJLHV�DUH�XVHG���&XUUHQWO\��HDFK�WLPH� 
WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�FRQGXFWHG��LW�XVHV�D�VLPLODU�DSSURDFK��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI� 
WKH�VXEMHFW�RU�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WLPHV�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�LQ�D�VXEMHFW�KDV�EHHQ�DGPLQLVWHUHG���7KLV� 
DSSURDFK�LV�ORFNHG�LQ�WKURXJK������XQGHU�FXUUHQW�FRQWUDFWV���8QGHU�WKLV�DSSURDFK��D�ODUJHU� 
QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV�LV�WHVWHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURYLGH�QRW�MXVW�RYHUDOO�UHVXOWV��EXW�ILQH�JUDLQHG� 
GHWDLOV�DV�ZHOO��H�J��WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�VFRUHV�RI��WK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV�ZKRVH�WHDFKHUV�WKDW�\HDU� 
KDG�ILYH�KRXUV�RU�PRUH�RI�LQ�VHUYLFH�WUDLQLQJ����7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DOVR�FROOHFWV� 
�EDFNJURXQG��LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKURXJK�TXHVWLRQQDLUHV�FRPSOHWHG�E\�VWXGHQWV��WHDFKHUV��DQG� 
SULQFLSDOV���7KH�TXHVWLRQQDLUHV�DVN�DERXW�WHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��VFKRRO�SROLFLHV��DQG�WHOHYLVLRQ� 
ZDWFKLQJ��WR�QDPH�D�IHZ����'DWD�DQDO\VHV�DUH�HODERUDWH���5HSRUWV�DUH�GHWDLOHG�DQG�H[KDXVWLYH�� 
LQYROYLQJ�DV�PDQ\�DV�VHYHQ�VHSDUDWH�UHSRUWV�SHU�VXEMHFW���$OWKRXJK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW� 
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KDV�EHHQ�SUDLVHG�IRU�WKLV�WKRURXJKQHVV��WKH�FRVW�RI�WKLV�WKRURXJKQHVV�LV�WKDW�IHZHU�VXEMHFWV� 
DUH�DVVHVVHG��DVVHVVPHQWV�RFFXU�OHVV�IUHTXHQWO\��DQG�UHSRUWV�WDNH�ORQJHU�WR�SURGXFH�� 
� 
� 7KH�GLIIHUHQW�VWUDWHJLHV�QHHGHG�PLJKW�LQFOXGH�VHYHUDO�DSSURDFKHV�WR�WHVWLQJ�DQG� 
UHSRUWLQJ��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�VKRXOG�EH�GHVLJQHG�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW
 V� 
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�SURYLGLQJ�YDOLG�DQG�UHOLDEOH�GDWD�RI�KLJK�TXDOLW\���)RU�H[DPSOH��WKHVH� 
DSSURDFKHV�FRXOG�WDNH�WKH�IRUP�RI��VWDQGDUG�UHSRUW�FDUGV�����FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHSRUWV���DQG� 
VSHFLDO��IRFXVHG�DVVHVVPHQWV�� 
� 
� $�VWDQGDUG�UHSRUW�FDUG�ZRXOG�SURYLGH�RYHUDOO�UHVXOWV�LQ�D�VXEMHFW�ZLWK�SHUIRUPDQFH� 
VWDQGDUGV�DQG�DYHUDJH�VFRUHV���5HVXOWV�IRU�VWDQGDUG�UHSRUW�FDUGV�FRXOG�EH�UHSRUWHG�E\�VH[�� 
UDFH�HWKQLFLW\��VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�VWDWXV��DQG�IRU�SXEOLF�DQG�SULYDWH�VFKRROV��EXW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH� 
EURNHQ�GRZQ�IXUWKHU���7KLV�PD\�UHGXFH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV�QHHGHG�IRU�WHVWLQJ�DQG�PD\� 
UHGXFH�DVVRFLDWHG�FRVWV���*HQHUDOO\��VXEFDWHJRULHV�ZLWKLQ�D�VXEMHFW��H�J��DOJHEUD�� 
PHDVXUHPHQW��DQG�JHRPHWU\�ZLWKLQ�PDWKHPDWLFV��ZRXOG�QRW�EH�UHSRUWHG���+RZHYHU��GDWD� 
IURP�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�ZRXOG�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�HGXFDWRUV� 
DQG�SROLF\PDNHUV�IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�DQDO\VLV��� 
� 
� &RPSUHKHQVLYH�UHSRUWV��OLNH�WKH�FXUUHQW�DSSURDFK��ZRXOG�EH�DQ�LQ�GHSWK�ORRN�DW�D� 
VXEMHFW��SHUKDSV�XVLQJ�D�QHZO\�DGRSWHG�WHVW�IUDPHZRUN��PDQ\�VWXGHQWV��PDQ\�WHVW�TXHVWLRQV�� 
DQG�DPSOH�EDFNJURXQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ���,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�RYHUDOO�UHVXOWV�XVLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH� 
VWDQGDUGV�DQG�DYHUDJH�VFRUHV��VXEFDWHJRULHV�ZLWKLQ�D�VXEMHFW�FRXOG�EH�UHSRUWHG��5HVXOWV� 
ZRXOG�EH�UHSRUWHG�E\�VH[��UDFH�HWKQLFLW\��VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�VWDWXV��DQG�IRU�SXEOLF�DQG�SULYDWH� 
VFKRROV��DQG�PLJKW�EH�EURNHQ�GRZQ�IXUWKHU�DV�ZHOO���,Q�VRPH�FDVHV��PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�UHSRUW� 
PD\�EH�LVVXHG�LQ�D�VXEMHFW���&RPSUHKHQVLYH�UHSRUWLQJ�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�VXEMHFW�ZRXOG�RFFXU� 
LQIUHTXHQWO\��SHUKDSV�RQFH�LQ�WHQ�\HDUV��EXW�XQGHU�D�SODQQHG�VFKHGXOH�RI�DVVHVVPHQWV�� 
� 
� 6SHFLDO��IRFXVHG�DVVHVVPHQWV�RQ�WLPHO\�WRSLFV�DOVR�ZRXOG�EH�FRQGXFWHG���7KH\� 
ZRXOG�H[SORUH�D�SDUWLFXODU�TXHVWLRQ�RU�LVVXH�DQG�PD\�EH�OLPLWHG�WR�SDUWLFXODU�JUDGHV��� 
*HQHUDOO\��WKH�FRVW�ZRXOG�EH�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�FRVW�RI�D�VWDQGDUG�UHSRUW�FDUG���([DPSOHV�RI�WKHVH� 
VPDOOHU�VFDOH��IRFXVHG�DVVHVVPHQWV�LQFOXGH������DVVHVVLQJ�VXEMHFWV�XVLQJ�WDUJHWHG�DSSURDFKHV� 
�H�J���WK�JUDGH�DUWV�������WHVWLQJ�VSHFLDO�SRSXODWLRQV��H�J��LQ�VFKRRO���WK�JUDGHUV�YHUVXV�RXW� 
RI�VFKRRO�\RXWK���DQG�����H[DPLQLQJ�VNLOOV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�DFURVV�VHYHUDO�VXEMHFWV��H�J�� 
UHDGLQHVV�IRU�ZRUN��� 
� 
� 7KH�XVH�RI�EDFNJURXQG�VXUYH\V�DOVR�ZRXOG�EH�YDULHG���7KH�WKUHH�NLQGV�RI� 
EDFNJURXQG�VXUYH\V²VWXGHQW��WHDFKHU�DQG�SULQFLSDO�TXHVWLRQQDLUHV²ZRXOG�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\� 
DOO�EH�HPSOR\HG�HDFK�WLPH�D�VXEMHFW�LV�DVVHVVHG���,QVWHDG��WKH�XVH�RI�VXFK�VXUYH\V�ZRXOG�EH� 
OLPLWHG�DQG�VHOHFWLYH��ZLWK�UHSRUWV�RI�UHVXOWV�IRFXVHG�RQ�D�FRUH�RI�EDFNJURXQG�TXHVWLRQV� 
DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�PRVW�HVVHQWLDO�LVVXHV���$OVR��EDFNJURXQG�VXUYH\V�XVHG�IRU�VWDQGDUG�UHSRUW� 
FDUGV�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�\HDU�ZRXOG�EH�GHVLJQHG�WR�FRPSOHPHQW��UDWKHU�WKDQ�GXSOLFDWH�� 
EDFNJURXQG�VXUYH\V�XVHG�IRU�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHSRUWV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�\HDU����� 
� 

x National Assessment testing and reporting shall vary, using standard 
report cards most frequently, comprehensive reporting in selected 
subjects about once every ten years, and special, focused assessments. 
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x National Assessment results shall be timely, with the goal being to 
release results within 6 months of the completion of testing for standard 
report cards and within 9 months for comprehensive reports. 

� 

Simplify the National Assessment design
� 
� 7KH�FXUUHQW�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�YHU\�FRPSOH[�DQG��LQ�IDFW��KDV� 
JURZQ�PRUH�FRPSOH[�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV���+HUH�DUH�MXVW�WKUHH�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�FRPSOH[LW\������ 
1R�VWXGHQW�WDNHV�WKH�FRPSOHWH�VHW�RI�WHVW�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�D�VXEMHFW�DQG�DV�PDQ\�DV�WZHQW\�VL[� 
GLIIHUHQW�WHVW�ERRNOHWV�DUH�XVHG�ZLWKLQ�HDFK�JUDGH���6FRUHV�DUH�FDOFXODWHG�XVLQJ�VRSKLVWLFDWHG� 
VWDWLVWLFDO�SURFHGXUHV�������6WXGHQWV��WHDFKHUV��DQG�SULQFLSDOV�FRPSOHWH�VHSDUDWH�EDFNJURXQG� 
TXHVWLRQQDLUHV�DQG�PD\�VXEPLW�WKHP�IRU�VFRULQJ�DW�GLIIHUHQW�WLPHV���'DWD�IURP�WKH� 
TXHVWLRQQDLUHV�DUH�XVHG�LQ�FDOFXODWLQJ�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�DVVHVVPHQWV�������&XUUHQW�UHTXLUHPHQWV� 
IRU�GDWD�DQDO\VLV�GHPDQG�WKDW�WHVW�VFRUHV�EH�FDOFXODWHG�IRU�HYHU\�EDFNJURXQG�YDULDEOH� 
FROOHFWHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�EHIRUH�DQ\�UHSRUW�FDQ�EH�SURGXFHG���7KLV�OHQJWKHQV�WKH� 
WLPH�IURP�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�WR�UHSRUWLQJ�DQG�DGGV�VLJQLILFDQWO\�WR�FRVW�� 
� 
� 7KH�GHVLJQ�EHFDPH�PRUH�FRPSOH[��LQ�SDUW��EHFDXVH�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW
 V� 
SXUSRVHV�DQG�DXGLHQFHV�KDG�SUROLIHUDWHG�DQG�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�EDFNJURXQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 
FROOHFWHG�KDG�H[SDQGHG���6SHFLI\LQJ�WKH�SXUSRVHV��DXGLHQFHV��DQG�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV�SURYLGLQJ�IRU�YDULHG�PHDQV�IRU�WHVWLQJ�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ��ZLOO�UHVXOW�LQ� 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�VLPSOLI\LQJ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GHVLJQ��� 
�� 

x	 Options shall be identified to simplify the design of the National 
Assessment.� 

Simplify the way the National Assessment reports trends in 
student achievement 
� 
� )URP�LWV�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�������PRQLWRULQJ�DFKLHYHPHQW�WUHQGV�KDV�EHHQ�D�FHQWUDO� 
PLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQDO�3URJUHVV���0RQLWRULQJ�ORQJ�WHUP�WUHQGV� 
LQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�DFKLHYHPHQW��ERWK�IRU�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DV�D�ZKROH�DQG�IRU�VLJQLILFDQW�VXE� 
JURXSV��LV�D�FDSDFLW\�XQLTXH�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�FRQWLQXHG�DV�D�FHQWUDO� 
PLVVLRQ���+RZHYHU��DV�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DSSURDFKHV�LWV�WKLUG�GHFDGH��LW�PXVW�DGGUHVV� 
WKH�SUREOHP�RI�KRZ�WR�DVVHVV�WUHQGV�LQ�DFKLHYHPHQW�ZKHQ�FXUULFXOD�FRQWLQXH�WR�HYROYH�DQG� 
FKDQJH���$Q�DVVHVVPHQW�LQ�D�VXEMHFW�PXVW�EH�NHSW�VWDEOH�WR�PRQLWRU�WUHQGV���+RZHYHU��VWDEOH� 
DVVHVVPHQWV�PD\�QRW�UHIOHFW�LPSRUWDQW�FKDQJHV�LQ�FXUULFXOD���2YHU�WLPH��WKHUH�GHYHORSV�D� 
OHJLWLPDWH�FRQFHUQ�DERXW�WKH�UHOHYDQFH�RI�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�YHUVXV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR� 
WUDFN�FKDQJH�LQ�DFKLHYHPHQW�� 
� 
� $V�D�VROXWLRQ�WR�WKLV�SUREOHP��VLQFH�������WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�KDV�UHSRUWHG� 
DFKLHYHPHQW�WUHQGV�XVLQJ�WZR�XQFRQQHFWHG�DVVHVVPHQW�SURJUDPV���7KH�WHVWV��FULWHULD�IRU� 
VHOHFWLQJ�VWXGHQWV��DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�DUH�DOO�GLIIHUHQW���7KH�ILUVW�SURJUDP���WKH�PDLQ�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW���WHVWV�DW�JUDGHV�������DQG����DQG�FRYHUV�WHQ�VXEMHFWV���7KH�DVVHVVPHQWV�DUH�EDVHG� 
RQ�D�QDWLRQDO�FRQVHQVXV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�FXUUHQW�YLHZV�RI�HDFK�VXEMHFW���3HUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV� 
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DUH�XVHG�WR�UHSRUW�ZKHWKHU�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�RQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV��JRRG� 
HQRXJK����7KH�VFKHGXOH�RI�VXEMHFWV�WR�EH�DVVHVVHG�LQ�WKH�PDLQ�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV� 
XQUHODWHG�WR�WKH�VFKHGXOH�RI�VXEMHFWV�XQGHU�WKH�VHFRQG�WHVWLQJ�SURJUDP���� 
� 
� 7KH�VHFRQG�DVVHVVPHQW�SURJUDP�UHSRUWV�ORQJ�WHUP�WUHQGV�WKDW�JR�DV�IDU�EDFN�DV�������� 
2QO\�IRXU�VXEMHFWV�DUH�FRYHUHG��UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ��PDWKHPDWLFV��DQG�VFLHQFH���7KH� 
DVVHVVPHQWV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�YLHZV�RI�WKH�FXUULFXOD�SUHYDOHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�����
 V�DQG�KDYH�QRW� 
EHHQ�FKDQJHG���7HVWLQJ�LV�DW�DJHV��������DQG����H[FHSW�IRU�ZULWLQJ��ZKLFK�WHVWV�DW�JUDGHV������� 
DQG������7UHQGV�DUH�UHSRUWHG�E\�DYHUDJH�VFRUH��SHUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV�DUH�QRW�XVHG���7KH� 
ORQJ�WHUP�WUHQG�SURJUDP�KDV�EHHQ�YDOXDEOH�IRU�GRFXPHQWLQJ�GHFOLQHV�DQG�LQFUHDVHV�LQ� 
VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�RYHU�WLPH�DQG�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�JDS�EHWZHHQ�PLQRULW\�DQG� 
QRQ�PLQRULW\�VWXGHQWV���� 
� 
� ,W�PD\�EH�LPSUDFWLFDO�DQG�XQQHFHVVDU\�WR�RSHUDWH�WZR�VHSDUDWH�DVVHVVPHQW�SURJUDPV��� 
+RZHYHU��LW�DOVR�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�FXUULFXOD�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�FKDQJH�DQG�WKDW�FXUUHQW�WHVW� 
IUDPHZRUNV�PD\�EH�OHVV�UHOHYDQW�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���7KH�WHQVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�VWDEOH� 
PHDVXUHV�RI�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�DQG�FKDQJLQJ�FXUULFXOD�VKRXOG�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�D� 
FRQWLQXLQJ�SROLF\�PDWWHU�IRU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW��UHTXLULQJ�HIILFLHQW�DQG�EDODQFHG� 
GHVLJQ�VROXWLRQV���$PRQJ�WKH�IDFWRUV�WR�FRQVLGHU�DUH������VHWWLQJ�D�VWDQGDUG�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�IRU� 
D�ORQJ�WHUP�WUHQG��H�J��������\HDUV��XVLQJ�D�SDUWLFXODU��PHWULF��LQ�D�VXEMHFW������SURYLGLQJ�IRU� 
RYHUODSSLQJ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV�RI�ROG�DQG�QHZ�DVVHVVPHQWV�DQG��EULGJH��VWXGLHV�WR�GHWHUPLQH� 
ZKHWKHU�WKH�QHZ�FDQ�EH�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�ROG�DVVHVVPHQW��DQG�����SHULRGLF�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI� 
ROGHU�DVVHVVPHQWV��H�J��RQFH�HYHU\�WHQ�\HDUV�RQFH�D�QHZ�WUHQG�OLQH�KDV�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�VR� 
WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�SRVVLEOH�WR�FRPSDUH�SHUIRUPDQFH�LQ������ZLWK�WKDW�LQ������RQ�WKH�ROG�WUHQG� 
OLQH�DQG�ZLWK�WKDW�LQ������RQ�D�QHZ�WUHQG�OLQH����� 
� 

x	 A carefully planned transition shall be developed to enable "the main 
National Assessment," to become the primary way to measure trends in 
reading, writing, mathematics, and science in the National Assessment 
program.� 

Use performance standards to report whether student 
achievement is "good enough"
� 
� ,Q�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ��HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUHVV���WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�KDV��XQWLO�UHFHQWO\�� 
RQO\�FRQVLGHUHG�FXUUHQW�VWXGHQW�SHUIRUPDQFH�FRPSDUHG�WR�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�LQ�SUHYLRXV� 
\HDUV���8QGHU�WKLV�DSSURDFK��WKH�RQO\�VWDQGDUG�ZDV�KRZ�ZHOO�VWXGHQWV�KDG�GRQH�SUHYLRXVO\�� 
QRW�KRZ�ZHOO�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�GRLQJ�RQ�ZKDW�LV�PHDVXUHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW��� 
$OWKRXJK�WKLV�DSSURDFK�KDV�EHHQ�XVHIXO��LW�EHJDQ�WR�FKDQJH�LQ������IURP�D�VROH�IRFXV�RQ� 
�ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ��WR�LQFOXGH��ZKHUH�ZH�ZDQW�WR�EH��DV�ZHOO�� 
� 
� ,Q�������&RQJUHVV�FUHDWHG�D�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ�FLWL]HQ
 V�JURXS²WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�� 
*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG²DQG�DXWKRUL]HG�LW�WR�VHW�H[SOLFLW�SHUIRUPDQFH�VWDQGDUGV��FDOOHG� 
DFKLHYHPHQW�OHYHOV��IRU�UHSRUWLQJ�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�UHVXOWV���� 
� 
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� 7KH�DFKLHYHPHQW�OHYHOV�GHVFULEH��KRZ�JRRG�LV�JRRG�HQRXJK��RQ�WKH�YDULRXV�WHVWV� 
WKDW�PDNH�XS�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW���3UHYLRXVO\��LW�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKH� 
DYHUDJH�PDWKHPDWLFV�VFRUH�RI��WK�JUDGHUV�ZHQW�XS��RU�GRZQ��IRXU�SRLQWV�RQ�D�ILYH�KXQGUHG� 
SRLQW�VFDOH���7KHUH�ZDV�QR�ZD\�RI�NQRZLQJ�ZKHWKHU�WKH�SUHYLRXV�VFRUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�VWURQJ�RU� 
ZHDN�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�FKDQJH�VKRXOG�JLYH�FDXVH�IRU�FRQFHUQ�RU� 
FHOHEUDWLRQ���,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�QRZ�DOVR�UHSRUWV�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI� 
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DUH�SHUIRUPLQJ�DW�RU�DERYH��EDVLF����SURILFLHQW���DQG��DGYDQFHG��OHYHOV�RI� 
DFKLHYHPHQW���3URILFLHQW��WKH�FHQWUDO�OHYHO��UHSUHVHQWV��FRPSHWHQF\�RYHU�FKDOOHQJLQJ�VXEMHFW� 
PDWWHU���DV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�E\�KRZ�ZHOO�VWXGHQWV�SHUIRUP�RQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�RQ�HDFK�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�WHVW����%DVLF�GHQRWHV�SDUWLDO�PDVWHU\�DQG�DGYDQFHG�VLJQLILHV�VXSHULRU� 
SHUIRUPDQFH�RQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW���8VLQJ�DFKLHYHPHQW�OHYHOV�WR�UHSRUW�UHVXOWV�DQG� 
WUDFN�FKDQJHV�DOORZV�UHDGHUV�WR�PDNH�MXGJPHQWV�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�SHUIRUPDQFH�LV�DGHTXDWH�� 
ZKHWKHU��SURJUHVV��LV�VXIILFLHQW��DQG�KRZ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�UHVXOWV� 
FRPSDUH�WR�WKRVH�RI�RWKHU�WHVWV��VXFK�DV�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�WHVWV��� 
� 
� )LUVW�HPSOR\HG�LQ�������WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�OHYHOV�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�VHYHUDO� 
LQGHSHQGHQW�HYDOXDWLRQV�DQG�VRPH�FRQWURYHUV\���,QIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKHVH�HYDOXDWLRQV��DV�ZHOO� 
DV�IURP�RWKHU�H[SHUWV��KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�VL[�\HDUV�WR�LPSURYH�DQG�UHILQH�WKH� 
SURFHGXUHV�E\�ZKLFK�DFKLHYHPHQW�OHYHOV�DUH�VHW���$OWKRXJK�WKH�FXUUHQW�SURFHGXUHV�PD\�EH� 
DPRQJ�WKH�PRVW�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DQG�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�VWDQGDUG�VHWWLQJ�SURFHGXUHV�XVHG�LQ� 
HGXFDWLRQ��WKH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�UHPDLQV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�SURFHVV�DQG�WR�WKH� 
FRQWLQXLQJ�FRQGXFW�RI�YDOLGLW\�VWXGLHV�� 

x The National Assessment shall continue to report student achievement 
results based on performance standards.� 

� 
� 
Use international comparisons
� 
� /RRNLQJ�DW�VWXGHQW�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�FXUULFXOXP�H[SHFWDWLRQV�LQ�RWKHU�QDWLRQV�LV�\HW� 
DQRWKHU�ZD\�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�DGHTXDF\�RI�8�6��VWXGHQW�SHUIRUPDQFH����7KH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�LV��DQG�VKRXOG�EH��D�GRPHVWLF�DVVHVVPHQW���+RZHYHU��GHFLVLRQV�RQ�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWV��WKH�DFKLHYHPHQW�VWDQGDUGV��DQG�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WHVW�UHVXOWV�� 
ZKHUH�IHDVLEOH��VKRXOG�EH�LQIRUPHG��LQ�SDUW��E\�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IRU�HGXFDWLRQ�VHW�E\�RWKHU� 
FRXQWULHV��VXFK�DV�-DSDQ��*HUPDQ\��DQG�(QJODQG���$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�WHFKQLFDO�KXUGOHV�WR� 
RYHUFRPH��FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�VXFK�TXDOLWDWLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�JRRG�HIIHFW���,Q� 
DGGLWLRQ��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�VKRXOG�SURPRWH��OLQNLQJ��VWXGLHV�ZLWK�LQWHUQDWLRQDO� 
DVVHVVPHQWV��DV�KDV�EHHQ�GRQH�ZLWK�WKH�7KLUG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�0DWKHPDWLFV�DQG�6FLHQFH�6WXG\�� 
VR�WKDW�VWDWHV�WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�FDQ�KDYH�VWDWH��QDWLRQDO��DQG� 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSDULVRQV���7KLV��LQ�WXUQ��VKRXOG�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�SUREOHPV�LQ�PDNLQJ� 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSDULVRQV�WUXO\�FRPSDUDEOH��VXFK�DV�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�VDPSOHV�RI�VWXGHQWV� 
WHVWHG��GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�FXUULFXOD��DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�WUDQVODWHG�WHVW�TXHVWLRQV�� 
� 

x National Assessment test frameworks, test specifications, achievement 
levels, and data interpretations shall take into account, where feasible, 
curricula, standards, and student performance in other nations. 
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x The National Assessment shall promote "linking" studies with  
international assessments.  

� 
� 
Emphasize reporting for grades 4, 8, and 12 
� 
� $Q�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GHVLJQ�WKDW�QHHGV�UHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ�LV�DJH� 
YHUVXV�JUDGH�EDVHG�UHSRUWLQJ���$W�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVWHG�RQO\�E\�DJH��� 
&XUUHQW�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�WHVWLQJ�ERWK�E\�DJH��DJHV��������DQG�����DQG�E\�JUDGH��JUDGHV�������DQG� 
������*UDGH�EDVHG�UHVXOWV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�PRUH�XVHIXO�WKDQ�DJH�EDVHG�UHVXOWV���6FKRROV�DQG� 
FXUULFXOD�DUH�RUJDQL]HG�E\�JUDGH��QRW�E\�DJH���*UDGHV�������DQG����PDUN�NH\�WUDQVLWLRQ�SRLQWV� 
LQ�$PHULFDQ�HGXFDWLRQ���*UDGH����SHUIRUPDQFH�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW�DV�DQ��H[LW�� 
PHDVXUH�IURP�WKH�.����HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP���*UDGHV�������DQG����DUH�VSHFLILHG�IRU�PRQLWRULQJ� 
LQ�1DWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ�*RDO�����$JH�EDVHG�VDPSOHV�PD\�EH�PRUH�DSSURSULDWH�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR� 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSDULVRQV�DQG��JLYHQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�GURSRXW�UDWHV��ZRXOG�EH�PRUH�LQFOXVLYH�IRU� 
DJH����WKDQ�IRU�JUDGH����VDPSOHV��ZKLFK�DUH�OLPLWHG�WR�\RXWK�HQUROOHG�LQ�VFKRRO���+RZHYHU�� 
DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VNLOOV�RI�RXW�RI�VFKRRO�\RXWK�PD\�SURSHUO\�IDOO�XQGHU�WKH� 
SXUSRVH�RI�DQRWKHU�SURJUDP��VXFK�DV�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$GXOW�/LWHUDF\�6XUYH\���� 
� 
� $OWKRXJK�JUDGH�EDVHG�UHSRUWLQJ�LV�JHQHUDOO\�SUHIHUDEOH��WKHUH�LV�D�SUREOHP�DERXW�WKH� 
DFFXUDF\�RI�JUDGH����1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�UHVXOWV���$W�JUDGH�����D�VPDOOHU�SHUFHQWDJH�RI� 
VFKRROV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�DUH�LQYLWHG�DFWXDOO\�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WHVWLQJ�WKDQ�LV�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK��WK� 
DQG��WK�JUDGHUV���$OVR��PRUH���WK�JUDGHUV�IDLO�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKHLU�WHVWV�WKDQ�GR��WK�DQG��WK� 
JUDGHUV���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��ZKHQ�DVNHG���+RZ�KDUG�GLG�\RX�WU\�RQ�WKLV�WHVW"��DQG��+RZ�LPSRUWDQW� 
LV�GRLQJ�ZHOO�RQ�WKLV�WHVW"��PDQ\�PRUH���WK�JUDGHUV�WKDQ��WK�RU��WK�JUDGHUV�VD\�WKDW�WKH\� 
GLGQ
 W�WU\�KDUG�DQG�WKDW�WKH�WHVW�ZDVQ
 W�LPSRUWDQW���/RZ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�UDWHV��ORZ�FRPSOHWLRQ� 
UDWHV��DQG�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�ORZ�PRWLYDWLRQ�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�PD\�EH� 
XQGHUHVWLPDWLQJ�ZKDW���WK�JUDGHUV�NQRZ�DQG�FDQ�GR��� 
� 2QH�SRVVLEOH�UHDVRQ�IRU�ORZ�UHVSRQVH�DQG�ORZ�PRWLYDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�VFKRROV�DQG� 
VWXGHQWV�UHFHLYH�YHU\�OLWWOH�LQ�UHWXUQ�IRU�WKHLU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW� 
EH\RQG�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�SHUIRUPLQJ�D�SXEOLF�VHUYLFH���7KH\�GR�QRW�UHFHLYH�WHVW� 
VFRUHV�QRU�GR�WKH\�UHFHLYH�RWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�DQG� 
SULQFLSDOV�PLJKW�ZLVK�WR�XVH�DV�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�SURJUDP���7KLV�VKRXOG�EH�FKDQJHG��� 
7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GHVLJQ�VKRXOG�XVH�PHDQLQJIXO��SUDFWLFDO�LQFHQWLYHV�WKDW�ZLOO�JLYH� 
VFKRRO�SULQFLSDOV�DQG�WHDFKHUV�D�JUHDWHU�UHDVRQ�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�DQG�VWXGHQWV�PRUH�RI�D�UHDVRQ� 
WR�WU\�KDUGHU���7KH�XQGHUO\LQJ�LGHD�LV�FOHDU��LI�SULQFLSDOV�DQG�WHDFKHUV�VHH�GLUHFW�EHQHILWV��WKH\� 
DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�DJUHH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW���6WXGHQWV�PD\�EH�PRUH� 
OLNHO\�WR�WDNH�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�VHULRXVO\�LI�WKH\�VHH�WKDW�WKHLU�WHDFKHUV�DQG�SULQFLSDOV�DUH� 
HQWKXVLDVWLF�DERXW�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ���:LWKRXW�SUDFWLFDO�LQFHQWLYHV��HYHQ�DW�JUDGHV���DQG����WKH� 
ZLOOLQJQHVV�RI�GLVWULFW�DQG�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�DQG�VWDII�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�PD\�GLPLQLVK�RYHU�WLPH�� 
� 

x The National Assessment shall continue to test in and report results for 
grades 4, 8, and 12; however, in selected subjects, one or more of these 
grades may not be tested. 

x Age-based testing and reporting shall be permitted when deemed 
appropriate and when necessary for international comparisons and for 
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long-term trends, should the National Assessment Governing Board 
decide to continue long-term trends in their current form. 

x Grade 12 results shall be accompanied by clear, highlighted statements 
about school and student participation, student motivation, and 
cautions, where appropriate, about interpreting 12th grade achievement 
results. 

x The National Assessment design shall seek to improve school and 
student participation rates and student motivation at grade 12. 

x The National Assessment shall provide practical incentives for school 
and district participation at grades 4, 8, and 12. � 

� 

Use innovations in measurement and reporting
� 
� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�KDV�D�UHFRUG�RI�LQQRYDWLRQV�LQ�ODUJH�VFDOH�WHVWLQJ���7KHVH� 
LQFOXGH�WKH�HDUO\�XVH�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH�LWHPV��VDPSOLQJ�ERWK�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WHVW�TXHVWLRQV��XVLQJ� 
VWDQGDUGV�GHVFULELQJ�ZKDW�VWXGHQWV�VKRXOG�NQRZ�DQG�EH�DEOH�WR�GR��DQG�HPSOR\LQJ� 
FRPSXWHUV�IRU�VXFK�WKLQJV�DV�LQYHQWRU\�FRQWURO��VFRULQJ��GDWD�DQDO\VLV��DQG�UHSRUWLQJ���7KH� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�VKRXOG�FRQWLQXH�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�SURPLVLQJ�LQQRYDWLYH�DSSURDFKHV�WR�WHVW� 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�LPSURYHG�PHWKRGV�IRU�PHDVXULQJ�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW���� 
� 
� 7HFKQRORJ\�FDQ�KHOS�LPSURYH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�UHSRUWLQJ�DQG�WHVWLQJ���)RU� 
H[DPSOH��UHSRUWV�FRXOG�EH�SXW�RQ�FRPSXWHU�GLVF��WUDQVPLWWHG�HOHFWURQLFDOO\��DQG�PDGH� 
DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�:RUOG�:LGH�:HE���7HVW�TXHVWLRQV�FRXOG�EH�FDWDORJXHG�DQG�PDGH�DYDLODEOH� 
RQ�OLQH�IRU�XVH�E\�VWDWH�DVVHVVPHQW�SHUVRQQHO�DQG�FODVVURRP�WHDFKHUV���$OVR��WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�FRXOG�EH�DGPLQLVWHUHG�E\�FRPSXWHU��HOLPLQDWLQJ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�FRVWO\�WHVW�ERRNOHW� 
V\VWHPV�DQG�UHGXFLQJ�VWHSV�UHODWHG�WR�GDWD�HQWU\�RI�VWXGHQW�UHVSRQVHV���6WXGHQWV�FRXOG� 
DQVZHU��SHUIRUPDQFH�LWHPV��LQ�FRVW�HIIHFWLYH��FRPSXWHUL]HG�IRUPDWV���7KH�LQFUHDVLQJ�XVH�RI� 
FRPSXWHUV�LQ�VFKRROV�PD\�PDNH�LW�IHDVLEOH�WR�DGPLQLVWHU�VRPH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�E\�FRPSXWHU�XQGHU�WKH�QH[W�FRQWUDFW�IRU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW��EHJLQQLQJ� 
DURXQG�WKH�\HDU������� 
� 
� 2WKHU�H[DPSOHV�RI�SURPLVLQJ�PHWKRGV�IRU�PHDVXULQJ�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�VWXGHQW� 
DFKLHYHPHQW�LQFOXGH�DGDSWLYH�WHVWLQJ�DQG�GRPDLQ�VFRUH�UHSRUWLQJ���,Q�DGDSWLYH�WHVWLQJ��HDFK� 
VWXGHQW�LV�JLYHQ�D�VKRUW��SUH�WHVW��WR�HVWLPDWH�WKDW�VWXGHQW
 V�OHYHO�RI�DFKLHYHPHQW���6WXGHQWV� 
DUH�WKHQ�DGPLQLVWHUHG�WHVW�H[HUFLVHV�WKDW�DUH�LQ�WKH�UDQJH�RI�GLIILFXOW\�LQGLFDWHG�E\�WKH�SUH� 
WHVW���6LQFH�WKH�WHVW�LV��DGDSWHG��WR�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO��LW�LV�PRUH�SUHFLVH�DQG�FDQ�EH�PDUNHGO\� 
PRUH�HIILFLHQW�WKDQ�UHJXODU�WHVW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ���,Q�GRPDLQ�VFRUH�UHSRUWLQJ��D�VXEMHFW��RU� 
�GRPDLQ���LV�ZHOO�GHILQHG��D�JRRGO\�QXPEHU�RI�WHVW�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�GHYHORSHG�WKDW�HQFRPSDVV� 
WKH�VXEMHFW��DQG�VWXGHQW�UHVXOWV�DUH�UHSRUWHG�DV�D�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH��GRPDLQ��WKDW�VWXGHQWV� 
�NQRZ�DQG�FDQ�GR����7KLV�LV�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�UHSRUWLQJ�UHVXOWV�XVLQJ�DQ�DUELWUDU\�VFDOH��VXFK�DV� 
WKH�������VFDOH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�� 

x The National Assessment shall assess the merits of advances related 
to technology and the measurement and reporting of student 
achievement. 
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x Where warranted, the National Assessment shall implement such 
advances in order to reduce costs and/or improve test 
administration, measurement, and reporting. 

x The next competition for National Assessment contracts, for 
assessments beginning around the year 2000, shall ask bidders to 
provide a plan for 
(1) conducting testing by computer in at least one subject at one 
grade, and 
(2) making use of technology to improve test administration, 
measurement, and reporting.� 

� 
� 

OBJECTIVE 2: To develop, through a broadly inclusive process, sound assessments 
to measure what students know and can do as well as what students should know 
and be able to do.� 

Keep test frameworks and specifications stable
� 
� 7HVW�IUDPHZRUNV�VSHOO�RXW�LQ�JHQHUDO�WHUPV�KRZ�DQ�DVVHVVPHQW�ZLOO�EH�SXW�WRJHWKHU��� 
7KH�IUDPHZRUNV�DOVR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�ZLOO�EH�UHSRUWHG�DQG�LQIOXHQFH�KRZ�H[SHQVLYH�DQ� 
DVVHVVPHQW�ZLOO�EH���6KRXOG��WK�JUDGH�PDWKHPDWLFV�LQFOXGH�DOJHEUD�TXHVWLRQV"��6KRXOG�WKHUH� 
EH�ERWK�PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�ZKLFK�VWXGHQWV�VKRZ�WKHLU�ZRUN"��:KDW� 
LV�WKH�EHVW�PL[�RI�VXFK�W\SHV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�IRU�HDFK�JUDGH"��:KLFK�JUDGHV�DUH�DSSURSULDWH�IRU� 
DVVHVVPHQW�LQ�D�VXEMHFW�DUHD"��7HVW�VSHFLILFDWLRQV�SURYLGH�GHWDLOHG�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�WKH�WHVW� 
ZULWHUV�DERXW�WKH�VSHFLILF�FRQWHQW�WR�EH�WHVWHG�DW�HDFK�JUDGH��KRZ�WHVW�TXHVWLRQV�ZLOO�EH� 
VFRUHG��DQG�WKH�IRUPDW�IRU�HDFK�WHVW�TXHVWLRQ��H�J��PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH��HVVD\��HWF�������� 
� 
� 6LQFH�������WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�KDV�EHHQ�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU� 
GHYHORSLQJ�WHVW�IUDPHZRUNV�DQG�VSHFLILFDWLRQV�IRU�1$(3���7KH�*RYHUQLQJ�%RDUG�KDV�GRQH� 
WKLV�WKURXJK�D�EURDGO\�LQFOXVLYH�SURFHVV��LQYROYLQJ�KXQGUHGV�RI�WHDFKHUV��FXUULFXOXP�H[SHUWV�� 
GLUHFWRUV�RI�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�WHVWLQJ�SURJUDPV��DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��SROLF\PDNHUV��SUDFWLWLRQHUV�LQ� 
WKH�FRQWHQW�DUHD��H�J���FKHPLVWV�IRU�VFLHQFH��GHPRJUDSKHUV�IRU�JHRJUDSK\��HWF���DQG�PHPEHUV� 
RI�WKH�SXEOLF���7KLV�SURFHVV�KHOSV�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW� 
WR�WHVW��KRZ�LW�VKRXOG�EH�PHDVXUHG��DQG�KRZ�PXFK�RI�ZKDW�LV�PHDVXUHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�VWXGHQWV�VKRXOG�NQRZ�DQG�EH�DEOH�WR�GR�LQ�HDFK�VXEMHFW��� 
� 
� 7KH�SURFHVV�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�IUDPHZRUNV�DQG�VSHFLILFDWLRQV�LQYROYHV�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI� 
ERWK�FXUUHQW�FODVVURRP�WHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�HDFK�VXEMHFW�DUHD� 
IRU�LQFOXVLRQ�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW���,Q�RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GDWD� 
IDLUO\�UHSUHVHQW�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW��WKH�WHVW�IUDPHZRUNV�DQG�VSHFLILFDWLRQV�DUH�VXEMHFWHG�WR� 
ZLGH�SXEOLF�UHYLHZ�EHIRUH�DGRSWLRQ�DQG�WHVW�TXHVWLRQV�GHYHORSHG�IRU�WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�DUH�UHYLHZHG�IRU�UHOHYDQFH�DQG�TXDOLW\�E\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� 
VWDWHV���� 
� 
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� $Q�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�WR�UHSRUW�RQ�WUHQGV�LQ�VWXGHQW� 
DFKLHYHPHQW�RYHU�WLPH���)RU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�PHDVXUH�WUHQGV��WKH� 
IUDPHZRUNV��DQG�KHQFH�WKH�WHVWV��PXVW�UHPDLQ�VWDEOH���+RZHYHU��DV�QHZ�NQRZOHGJH�LV� 
JDLQHG�LQ�VXEMHFW�DUHDV�DQG�DV�WHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�FKDQJH�DQG�HYROYH��SUHVVXUHV�DULVH�WR� 
FKDQJH�WKH�WHVW�IUDPHZRUNV�DQG�WHVWV�WR�NHHS�WKHP�FXUUHQW���%XW��LI�IUDPHZRUNV�� 
VSHFLILFDWLRQV��DQG�WHVWV�FKDQJH�WRR�IUHTXHQWO\��WUHQGV�PD\�EH�ORVW��FRVWV�JR�XS��DQG�UHSRUWLQJ� 
WLPH�PD\�LQFUHDVH��� 

x Test frameworks and test specifications developed for the National 
Assessment generally shall remain stable for at least ten years. 

x	 To ensure that trend results can be reported, the pool of test 
questions developed in each subject for the National Assessment 
shall provide a stable measure of student performance for at least 
ten years. 

x	 In rare circumstances, such as where significant changes in 
curricula have occurred, the National Assessment Governing Board 
may consider making changes to test frameworks and specifications 
before ten years have elapsed. 

x	 In developing new test frameworks and specifications, or in making 
major alterations to approved frameworks and specifications, the 
cost of the resulting assessment shall be estimated. The National 
Assessment Governing Board will consider the effect of that cost on 
the ability to test other subjects before approving a proposed test 
framework and/or specifications. 

� 
Use an appropriate mix of multiple-choice and "performance" 
questions 
� 
� 7R�SURYLGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW��ZKDW�VWXGHQWV�NQRZ�DQG�FDQ�GR���WKH�1DWLRQDO� 
$VVHVVPHQW�XVHV�ERWK�PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�ZKLFK�VWXGHQWV�DUH�DVNHG� 
WR�SURGXFH�WKHLU�RZQ�DQVZHUV��VXFK�DV�ZULWLQJ�D�UHVSRQVH�WR�DQ�HVVD\�TXHVWLRQ�RU�H[SODLQLQJ� 
KRZ�WKH\�VROYHG�D�PDWK�SUREOHP���4XHVWLRQV�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�W\SH�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�FDOOHG� 
�SHUIRUPDQFH�LWHPV�����%RWK�W\SHV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�FDQ�YDU\�LQ�GLIILFXOW\�DQG�WKH�ULFKQHVV�RI� 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH\�SURYLGH��DQG�PD\�UHTXLUH�VWXGHQWV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�VNLOOV� 
DQG�NQRZOHGJH��� 
� 
� 3HUIRUPDQFH�LWHPV�DUH�GHVLUHG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�SURYLGH�GLUHFW�HYLGHQFH�RI�ZKDW�VWXGHQWV� 
FDQ�GR���7KH\�UDQJH�LQ�OHQJWK�RI�WHVW�WDNLQJ�WLPH�IURP�D�VKRUW�DQVZHU�RU�ILOO�LQ�WKH�EODQN� 
IRUPDW�UHTXLULQJ�DERXW�D�PLQXWH�RI�UHVSRQVH�WLPH��WR�LWHPV�UHTXLULQJ�DERXW���PLQXWHV�RI� 
UHVSRQVH�WLPH��WR�ZULWLQJ�H[HUFLVHV�WKDW�PD\�DOORZ����WR����PLQXWHV�UHVSRQVH�WLPH��� 
$OWKRXJK�WKH\�PD\�EH�GHVLUDEOH��SHUIRUPDQFH�LWHPV�DUH�PRUH�H[SHQVLYH�WKDQ�PXOWLSOH� 
FKRLFH�WR�GHYHORS��DGPLQLVWHU��DQG�VFRUH���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��PXFK�ODUJHU�SURSRUWLRQV�RI�VWXGHQWV� 
IDLO�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�SHUIRUPDQFH�LWHPV��SDUWLFXODUO\�DV�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�UHTXLUHG�UHVSRQVH�WLPH� 
LQFUHDVHV�� 
��� 
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� 0XOWLSOH�FKRLFH�TXHVWLRQV�FDQ�EH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�DQG�DUH�GHVLUHG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH� 
HIILFLHQW�LQ�FROOHFWLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�VWXGHQW�NQRZOHGJH���+RZHYHU��PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH� 
TXHVWLRQV�DUH�PRUH�VXEMHFW�WR�JXHVVLQJ�WKDQ�DUH�SHUIRUPDQFH�LWHPV�� 
� 
� &XUUHQWO\��DOO�VWXGHQWV�WHVWHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DUH�JLYHQ�ERWK�W\SHV�RI� 
TXHVWLRQV���*HQHUDOO\��DERXW�KDOI�WKH�WHVWLQJ�WLPH�LV�GHYRWHG�WR�HDFK�W\SH�RI�TXHVWLRQ��EXW�WKH� 
DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�IRU�HDFK�GLIIHUV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�VNLOOV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�WR�EH�DVVHVVHG��DV� 
HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVW�IUDPHZRUNV���)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�D�ZULWLQJ� 
DVVHVVPHQW��DOO�VWXGHQWV�DUH�DVNHG�WR�ZULWH�WKHLU�UHVSRQVHV�WR�VSHFLILF�H[HUFLVHV���,Q�RWKHU� 
VXEMHFWV��WKH�PL[�RI�PXOWLSOH�FKRLFH�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�LWHPV�YDULHV���7KH�DSSURSULDWH�PL[�RI� 
LWHPV�IRU�HDFK�VXEMHFW�VKRXOG�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW��WKH�UDQJH�RI�VNLOOV� 
WR�EH�DVVHVVHG��DQG�FRVW����� 
�� 

x	 Both multiple-choice and performance items shall continue to be 
used in the National Assessment;� 

x	 In developing new test frameworks, specifications, and questions, 
decisions about the appropriate mix of multiple-choice and 
performance items shall take into account the nature of the subject, 
the range of skills to be assessed, and cost.� 

� 
� 

OBJECTIVE 3: To help states and others link their assessments with the National
 
Assessment and use National Assessment data to improve education performance.�
 
� 
� 7KH�SULPDU\�MRE�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LV�WR�UHSRUW�IUHTXHQWO\�DQG�SURPSWO\�WR� 
WKH�$PHULFDQ�SXEOLF�RQ�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW���7KH�UHVRXUFHV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW� 
PXVW�EH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKLV�FHQWUDO�SXUSRVH�LI�LW�LV�WR�EH�DFKLHYHG���+RZHYHU��WKH�SURGXFWV�RI�WKH� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW²WHVW�IUDPHZRUNV��VSHFLILFDWLRQV��VFRULQJ�JXLGHV��UHVXOWV��TXHVWLRQV�� 
DFKLHYHPHQW�OHYHOV��DQG�EDFNJURXQG�GDWD²DUH�ZLGHO\�UHJDUGHG�DV�EHLQJ�RI�KLJK�TXDOLW\��� 
7KH\�DUH�GHYHORSHG�ZLWK�SXEOLF�IXQGV�DQG��WKHUHIRUH��VKRXOG�EH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�SXEOLF�XVH�DV� 
ORQJ�DV�VXFK�XVHV�GR�QRW�WKUHDWHQ�WKH�LQWHJULW\�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�RU�LWV�DELOLW\�WR� 
UHSRUW�UHJXODUO\�RQ�VWXGHQW�DFKLHYHPHQW���� 
� 
� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�VKRXOG�EH�GHVLJQHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�SHUPLWV�LWV�XVH�E\�RWKHUV�� 
ZKLOH�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�SULYDF\�RI�VWXGHQWV��WHDFKHUV��DQG�SULQFLSDOV�ZKR�KDYH�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ� 
WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW���7KLV�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�PDNLQJ�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�WHVW�TXHVWLRQV� 
DQG�GDWD�HDV\�WR�DFFHVV�DQG�XVH��DQG�SURYLGLQJ�UHODWHG�WHFKQLFDO�DVVLVWDQFH�XSRQ�UHTXHVW��� 
*HQHUDOO\��WKH�FRVWV�RI�D�SURMHFW�VKRXOG�EH�ERUQH�E\�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�JURXS�PDNLQJ�WKH� 
SURSRVDO��QRW�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW���� 
� 
� ([DPSOHV�RI�DUHDV�LQ�ZKLFK�SDUWLFXODU�LQWHUHVW�KDV�EHHQ�H[SUHVVHG�IRU�XVLQJ�WKH� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�LQFOXGH�OLQNLQJ�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�WHVWV�ZLWK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�DQG� 
SHUIRUPLQJ�LQ�GHSWK�DQDO\VLV�RQ�1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�GDWD���6WDWHV�WKDW�OLQN�WKHLU�WHVWV�WR�WKH� 
1DWLRQDO�$VVHVVPHQW�ZRXOG�KDYH�DQ�XQELDVHG�H[WHUQDO�EHQFKPDUN�WR�KHOS�PDNH�MXGJPHQWV� 
DERXW�WKHLU�RZQ�WHVWV�DQG�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�DOVR�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�PHDQV�IRU�FRPSDULQJ�WKHLU�WHVWV� 
DQG�VWDQGDUGV�ZLWK�WKRVH�RI�RWKHU�VWDWHV���� 
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� The National Assessment shall develop policies, practices, and procedures that 
assist states, school districts, and others who want to do so at their own cost to link 
their test results to the National Assessment. 

x  The National Assessment shall be  designed  so that others may access 
and use National Assessment test frameworks, specifications, scoring 
guides, results, questions, achievement levels, and background  data. 

x  The National Assessment shall employ safeguards  to protect the 
integrity of the National  Assessment program, prevent misuse of  
data, and ensure the privacy of  individual test takers.  

� 
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Attachment B 

NAEP Budget and Schedule 

The pages that follow immediately are provided as background for the discussion of the NAEP 
budget and schedule of assessments. They were excerpted from the Department of Education 
budget justification for FY 2013.  The last two pages in this attachment are the current NAEP 
schedule and the long-term schedule discussion draft, previously shared with the Executive 
Committee. 

A decrease of $5 million is requested for NAEP in FY 2013 and a decrease of $1 million is 
requested for the Governing Board.  

If approved by Congress, this would set new baselines for the NAEP and Governing Board 
budgets, with serious effects not just in FY 2013, but in the out-years as well.  For example, over 
the five-year period of the new NAEP contracts planned for award in September 2012, the 
impact would be a $25 million reduction in funds available for assessing student achievement. 

The first page of the excerpt (numbered X-5) provides an overview of the President’s request for 
the Institute of Education Sciences, showing where there are requested increases and decreases. 
The remaining pages provide details related to the request for NAEP and the Governing Board.  

Your attention is directed to page X-49 and, especially, the highlighted text on page X-50. 

The complete Department of Education FY 2013 budget justification can be found at 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget13/justifications/index.html 

More details about the implications for the budget and NAEP schedule of assessments will be 
provided at the Governing Board meeting. 
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X-5 

Excerpt from 
Department of Education 

FY 2013 Budget Justification 

INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES 

Summary of Changes 
(dollars in thousands) 

2012 .. .......... .. ... .... ..... ... .. .. ............ .. .. ..... .. ... .. .. .. ... ... ........... .. .. .. ... ... .. .. $593,664 
2013 .. ... ..... .... .. ... .. .... .... ........ .. .................. .. .. .. ............ .. .. .. ..... .. .. .. .... .. 621,150 

Net change .. .. .... .. .. .. ... ... .. ... ....... .. .... ... ... .... .. .. ..... .... .. .. +27,486 

Change 
Increases: 2012 base from base 

Program: 

Increase for Research, Development, and Dissemination to 
conduct additional research , development, dissemination, and 
evaluation activities. $189,787 +$12,486 

Increase for Statistics to allow NCES to collect State-level 
Program for International Student Assessment data. 108,748 +6,000 

Increase for Statewide Data Systems to provide funding to 
support postsecondary data initiatives designed to improve 
information on students as they progress from high school to 
postsecondary education and the workforce. 38,077 +15 000 

Subtotal, increases +33,486 

Decreases 
Program: 

Decrease for National Assessment to reflect need to focus the 
program on key assessments 129,616 -5,000 

Decrease for National Assessment Governing Board to reflect 
need to focus on key activities 8,690 

Subtotal , decreases -6,000 

Net change +27,486 



INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES 

Assessment 
(National Assessment of Educational Progress Authorization Act) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2013 Authorization: 0 1 

Budget Authority: 

2012 2013 Change 

National Assessment of Educational Progress $129,616 $124,616 -$5,000 
National Assessment Governing Board 8.690 7.690 -1 ,000 

Total 138,306 132,306 -6,000 

1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009; the Administration proposes to continue funding in FY 2013 
under appropriations language. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is the only nationally representative 
and continuing assessment of what American students know and can do. Also known as The 
Nation 's Report Card, NAEP collects and analyzes data on, measures, and reports on the 
status of and trends in student learning over time, subject-by-subject. By making objective 
information on student performance available to policymakers, educators, parents, and others, 
NAEP has become an integral part of the Nation's measurement of educational progress. 

Assessment frequency is specified in the authorizing statute. The Commissioner for Education 
Statistics must conduct: 

• National reading and mathematics assessments in public and private schools at grades 4 
and 8 at least once every 2 years; 

• National grade 12 reading and mathematics assessments in public and private schools on a 
regular schedule; and 

• Biennial State assessments of student achievement in reading and mathematics in grades 4 
and 8. 

If time and resources allow, the Commissioner may conduct additional national and State 
assessments in grades 4, 8, and 12 in public and private schools at regularly scheduled 
intervals in additional subject matters, including writing, science, history, geography, civics, 
economics, foreign languages, and arts; may conduct grade 12 State reading and mathematics 
assessments; and may conduct long-term trend assessments of academic achievement at ages 
9, 13, and 17 in reading and mathematics. Whenever feasible, information must be collected 
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INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES 

Assessment 

and reported by race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, gender, disability, and limited-English 
proficiency. The NAEP schedule is publicly available at http://www/nagb.org/. 

The National Assessment Governing Board (NAGS) is responsible for formulating policy for 
NAEP. NAGS is composed of 25 voting members including Governors, State legislators, chief 
State school officers, a superintendent, State and local board of education members, testing 
and measurement experts, a representative of business or industry, curriculum specialists, 
principals, classroom teachers, and parents. The Director of the Institute of Education Sciences 
serves as an ex officio, nonvoting member of the Board. Using a national consensus approach, 
NAGS develops appropriate assessment objectives and achievement levels for each grade in 
each subject area to be assessed. The Assessment budget supports the following major 
program components: 

• National NAEP. The main NAEP assessments report results for the Nation and are 
designed to follow the curriculum frameworks developed by NAGS. They periodically 
measure student achievement in reading , mathematics, science, writing, U.S. history, civics, 
geography, and other subjects; 

• Grade 4 and 8 State NAEP. State assessments address the needs of State-level 
policymakers for reliable data concerning student achievement in their States in reading, 
mathematics, science, and writing. In 2002, the Department began paying for State 
participation in biennial reading and mathematics assessments in grades 4 and 8. Periodic 
assessments also are administered in science and writing; 

• Grade 4 and 8 Trial Urban District Assessment (TUDA) . Begun in 2002, the TUDA provides 
information on student achievement in a small number of urban school districts. 
Participation is voluntary; 

• Long-term NAEP. In its long-term trend program, NAEP administers identical instruments 
from one assessment year to the next, measuring student achievement in reading and 
mathematics. These assessments do not evolve based on changes in curricular or 
educational practices; and 

• Evaluation and validation studies. Congress mandates that the Secretary provide for 
continuing review of the national and State assessments and student performance levels by 
one or more nationally recognized evaluation organizations. NAEP funds also support 
studies to examine critical validity issues involving NAEP design, interpretation, and 
operations. 

In order to inform the American public about the performance of the Nation's students, NAEP 
produces a series of public audience and technical reports. All NAEP reports are available 
through the Internet (http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/). In addition, an online data tool 
(http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/) allows users to create their own data tables 
with national and State data. 

The statute requires biennial State assessments in reading and mathematics in grades 4 and 8 
and requires reporting NAEP results, where feasible, by disability and limited-English proficiency 
as well as by race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and gender. The Federal Government is 
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INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES 

Assessment 

specifically prohibited from using NAEP to influence standards, assessments, curriculum, or 
instructional practices at the State and local levels, or from using NAEP to evaluate individual 
students or teachers or provide rewards or sanctions for individual students, teachers, schools, 
or school districts. In addition, the statute specifies that nothing in the law shall be construed to 
prescribe the use of NAEP for student promotion or graduation purposes, and that NAEP should 
not affect home schools. Maintenance of a system of records containing personally identifiable 
information on students is prohibited, and assessments must not evaluate or assess personal or 
family beliefs or attitudes. 

The statute ensures the Department's ability to maintain test integrity by allowing the Statistics 
Commissioner to decline to release cognitive test items that will be used in future assessments 
for 10 years (and longer if important to protect long-term trend data) while continuing to provide 
for public access to assessment materials in secure settings. The statute requires that the public 
be notified about such access; requires that access be provided within 45 days in a mutually 
convenient setting; and establishes procedures for receiving, reviewing, and reporting 
complaints. The law provides criminal penalties for unauthorized release of assessment 
instruments. 

The statute also mandates that participation is voluntary for students and schools, as well as for 
local educational agencies. Each participating State must give permission for the release of the 
results of its State assessment. However, under Title I of ESEA, each State participating in the 
Title I program must develop a State plan that demonstrates, among other things, that the State 
has developed high quality assessments that will be used to determine student progress (ESEA, 
Title I, Part A, Section 1111 ). In addition, each State, in its plan, had to agree to participate in 
the biennial grades 4 and 8 reading and mathematics NAEP assessments beginning in the 
2002-2003 school year, if the Secretary paid for the costs of participation. Any State with an 
approved plan under section 1111 is deemed to have given its permission for the release of its 
grades 4 and 8 reading and mathematics NAEP data. 

Funding levels for both NAEP and NAGB for the past 5 fiscal years were: 

(dollars in thousands) 

2008 ... .... .. .. .. .. ...... .. .. ............. ... .. ....... .. ..... ........ ..... .... ..... .... $104,053 
2009 ..................................................................................... 138,844 
201 0 ..... .. ... .. ................. ....................... .. .... .. ............... .. ........ 138,844 
2011 ..... .. ............................................. .. ............. ....... ... ........ 138,566 
2012 ..................................................................................... 138,306 

FY 2013 BUDGET REQUEST 

The Administration requests $132.3 million for Assessment in 2013, a decrease of $6.0 million 
from 2012. Of this amount, $124.6 million would provide support for the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) program and $7.7 million would support the National Assessment 
Governing Board (NAGS). NAGS is responsible for formulating policy for NAEP and develops 
appropriate assessment objectives and achievement levels for each grade in each subject area 
to be assessed. The NAEP State-level assessments are held every other year, meaning that 
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costs are considerably higher in some years and lower in others. The Administration requests 
that these funds remain available for 2 years, as they have been in recent years . Extending the 
availability of funds for an additional year allows the Department the flexibility it needs to fund 
the assessments. The Administration believes that the funds requested are sufficient to enable 
NAEP to fulfill its mission and continue to provide the critically important information needed on 
student achievement over time. 

NAEP funds for a particular fiscal year provide support for the analysis and reporting of 
assessments conducted in prior fiscal years, the administration of current year assessments, 
and preparation for future assessments. The current plans are to use the 2013 funds for: 

•Conducting the 2013 national and State reading and math assessments at grades 4, 8, and 
12. State participation in 121

h grade NAEP is voluntary, with 11 States participating in 2009. 
In addition, the 2013 assessments will once again include data for certain large urban 
districts. In 2009, 18 urban districts participated; 21 participated in 2011. 

•Analysis and reporting of assessments conducted in prior years, including the 2012 economics 
and long-term trend assessments. 

•Preparation for 2014 assessments. The current NAGS schedule includes assessments in U.S. 
history, civics , and geography, as well as a technology and engineering literacy assessment. 

The requested funding for NAGB would allow it to carry out its policy-setting responsibilities fon 
NAEP, including selecting subject areas to be assessed; developing student achievement levels 
for each grade and subject tested; taking appropriate actions to improve the form, content, use, 
and reporting of NAEP; developing test objectives and specifications for assessments in eacti 
subject; handling the initial public release of NAEP reports; ensuring that all NAEP materials are 
free from racial, cultural, gender, and regional bias and are secular, neutral, and 
non-ideological ; developing and implementing procedures for the review of NAEP methodology, 
content, frameworks, reporting, and d issemination; and reviewing complaints about NAEP 
submitted by parents and other members of the public and determining whether revisions to 
NAEP are necessary and appropriate. NAGB also conducts special studies to inform NAEP 
The 2013 request would allow NAGS to finish work on 12th grade preparedness initiated in 
2011 and to complete Web-based interactive versions of the reading , mathematics science, 
and writing framewor~s. 
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NAEP Schedule of Assessments – Approved December 3, 2011 
Year National State 
2005 Reading 

MATHEMATICS 
Science 
High School Transcript Study 

Reading (4, 8) 
MATH (4, 8) 
Science (4, 8) 

2006 U.S. History 
Civics 
ECONOMICS (12) 

2007 Reading (4, 8) 
Mathematics (4, 8) 
Writing (8, 12) 

Reading (4, 8) 
Math (4, 8) 
Writing (8) 

2008 Arts (8) 
Long-term trend 

2009 READING 
Mathematics* 
SCIENCE** 
High School Transcript Study 

READING (4, 8, 12) 
Math (4, 8, 12) 
SCIENCE (4, 8) 

2010 U.S. History 
Civics 
Geography 

2011 Reading (4, 8) 
Mathematics (4, 8) 
Science (8)** 
WRITING (8, 12)** 

Reading (4, 8) 
Math (4, 8) 
Science (8) 

2012 Economics (12) 
Long-term trend 

2013 Reading 
Mathematics 

Reading (4, 8, 12) 
Math (4, 8, 12) 

2014 U.S. History 
Civics 
Geography 
TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING LITERACY (8) ** 

2015 Reading 
Mathematics 
Science** 
High School Transcript Study 

Reading (4, 8, 12) 
Math (4, 8, 12) 
Science (4, 8, 12) 

2016 Arts (8) 
Long-term trend 

2017 Reading 
Mathematics 
Writing** 

Reading (4, 8, 12) 
Math (4, 8, 12) 
Writing (4, 8, 12) 

*New framework for grade 12 only.
 
**Assessments involving test administration by computer.
 
NOTES:
 
(1) Grades tested are 4, 8, and 12  unless otherwise indicated, except that long-term trend assessments sample students at ages 9, 
13, and 17 and are conducted in reading and mathematics. 
(2) Subjects in  BOLD ALL CAPS indicate the year in which a new  framework is implemented or assessment year  for which the  
Board will decide whether a new or updated framework is needed.  
(3)  In 2009, 12th grade assessments in reading and mathematics at the state level were conducted as a pilot in 11 volunteering  
states. 
(4) The Governing Board intends  to conduct assessments at the 12th grade in World History and Foreign Language during the  
assessment period 2018-2022. 
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NAEP Schedule of Assessments – Discussion Draft 
Year National State 
2010 U.S. History 

Civics 
Geography 

2011 Reading (4, 8) Reading (4, 8) 
Mathematics (4, 8) Math (4, 8) 
Science (8)** Science (8) 
WRITING (8, 12)** 

2012 Economics (12) 
Long-term trend 

2013 Reading Reading (4, 8, 12) 
Mathematics Math (4, 8, 12) 

2014 U.S. History 
         Civics      

Geography 
TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING LITERACY (8) ** 

2015             Reading    Reading (4, 8, 12) 
Mathematics Math (4, 8, 12) 

  Science**            Science (4, 8, 12) 
High School Transcript Study 

2016 Arts (8)                    
Add: Economics (12) 
Long-term trend 

2017             Reading  Reading (4, 8, 12) 
Mathematics MATHEMATICS** (nat’l and state) Math (4, 8, 12)** 
Writing** Writing (4, 8, 12)** 

2018 U.S. History 
Civics               CIVICS** 
Geography 

 Technology and Engineering Literacy (8, 12) ** 
2019 Reading      READING ** (nat’l and state) Reading (4, 8, 12)** 

Mathematics** Math (4, 8, 12)** 
Science**         SCIENCE ** (nat’l and state) Science (4, 8, 12)** 
High School Transcript Study 

2020 Long-term trend           NOTE: administer by computer? 
Economics (12)** 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE (12) ** 

2021 Reading **                     NOTE: PIRLS is expected this year Reading (4, 8, 12)** 
Mathematics** Math (4, 8, 12)** 
Writing** Writing (4, 8, 12)** 

2022 U.S. HISTORY** 
Civics** 
GEOGRAPHY** 
WORLD HISTORY (12) **      

 Technology And Engineering Literacy (4, 8, 12) ** 

**Assessments involving test administration by computer. 
NOTES: 
(1) Grades tested are 4, 8, and 12 unless otherwise indicated, except that long-term trend assessments sample students at ages 9, 
13, and 17 and are conducted in reading and mathematics. 
(2) Subjects in BOLD ALL CAPS indicate the year in which a new framework is implemented or assessment year for which the 
Board will decide whether a new or updated framework is needed. 
(3)  In 2009, 12th grade assessments in reading and mathematics at the state level will be conducted as a pilot in 11 volunteering 
states. 
(4) The Governing Board intends to conduct assessments at the 12th grade in World History and Foreign Language 
during the assessment period 2018-2022. 25 




