National Assessment Governing Board
Executive Committee
March 1, 2012

AGENDA
4:30 pm

Welcome, Introductions, and Agenda Overview
David Driscoll, Chair

4:35 pm

Committee Issues and Challenges – March 2012 Meeting
Committee Chairs

4:45 pm

Updating Board Policy Statement: “Redesigning the National
Assessment of Educational Progress”
David Driscoll

Attachment A

[Plan for Future Discussion on Cross-Cutting Issues
Potential Topics:

4:50 pm

x

NAEP Reporting on 12th Grade Academic Preparedness

x

Comparing NAEP and PISA

x

Comparing NAEP and Common Core Assessments

x

The Future of NAEP]

Ad Hoc Committee on NAEP Parent Engagement
Tonya Miles, Ad Hoc Committee Chair

See Ad Hoc
Committee
Tab

Closed Session 5:00 – 6:00 pm

5:00 – 6:00 pm

NAEP Budget, Assessment Schedule, and Contract Cost Estimates:
FY 2013 and Beyond
Cornelia Orr, Executive Director
Peggy Carr, Associate Commissioner, NCES

6:00 pm

Adjourn

Attachment B

Attachment A

Updating the Governing Board Policy Statement
“Redesigning the National Assessment of Educational Progress”
Following the November 1994 Board meeting, then Chair William Randall established a work
group on strategic planning for NAEP. The work group was composed of Board members,
chaired by Mark Musick, and staffed by Ray Fields.
The need for strategic planning was prompted by several factors. The first trial state
assessment—in mathematics at grade 8—had been conducted in 1990, with successive trials in
1992 and 1994 in reading and mathematics at grades 4 and 8, either by single subject and grade
or in different subject/grade combinations. There was a degree of unpredictability to the
schedule of state assessments, due in large part to the evolving nature of the legislative
authorizations for state assessments and a changing budget outlook for NAEP. This led, at times,
to late notice to states about changes to the schedule for an imminent assessment. States saw the
value in state NAEP and were volunteering, but were frustrated by the absence of a dependable
schedule available several years in advance of the assessments to permit orderly in-state
planning.
In addition, the Governing Board, almost from its inception, had expressed concern to NCES
about the excessive period of time from the end of NAEP testing to the release of assessment
results, frequently as long as two years. The Board also was concerned about the fact that the
format and content of NAEP reporting was aimed more at researchers than the general public,
educators, and policymakers.
While NAEP had been conducted annually during its first decade in the 1970s, the schedule
changed to a biannual basis during the 1980s and well into the 1990s. As a consequence, subject
coverage and frequency were limited. The Governing Board embarked on the strategic planning
process to identify strategies that could lead to efficiencies in assessment and greater subject
coverage.
Through an extensive process of structured full-Board deliberation, consultation with NAEP
stakeholders and experts, consultation with NCES, and public comment, the work group
prepared the policy statement on “Redesigning the National Assessment of Educational
Progress.” In August 1996, the Governing Board adopted the policy statement that appears on
the following pages.
This seminal policy has served as a compass for the Board and NAEP. It contains
the underlying basis for many of the fundamental positions the Board holds today. For example,
it is the original source of 6 months as the goal for reporting NAEP results, the definition of the
"general public" as the primary audience for NAEP reports, and the rationale for the 10-year
outlook for the schedule of assessments, to name a few.
However, the educational environment NAEP is to serve has changed substantially since 1996.
Executive Committee members have proposed taking a fresh look at this policy statement and
revising or replacing it. The Executive Committee discussion will afford the opportunity to
consider this proposal. There also will be a brief discussion of potential topics for future
Executive Committee consideration.

Adopted: August 2, 1996


National Assessment Governing Board
Redesigning the National Assessment of Educational Progress
Policy Statement
Foreword
This policy statement was adopted in 1996, at a time when Congress had codified
National Education Goals targeted for accomplishment by the year 2000. It was the
expectation that the National Assessment of Educational Progress would be a primary
means for monitoring progress in achieving the goal addressing student achievement and
this expectation is reflected in the policy below. The National Education Goals
legislation is no longer in effect and has been superceded by other national policies, the
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) being the most germane. Therefore, the
references to National Education Goals in this policy statement are no longer relevant.
Under NCLB, state level participation in assessments in reading and mathematics in
grades 4 and 8 became mandatory. Participation is required on a biennial basis,
affecting costs and technical design. However, the overall intent and impact of the
policy—to clarify purpose, define the audience, set forth limitations, maintain quality and
integrity, and bring efficiencies to the design of the assessment—remain in effect and
continue to guide the policy setting and operations of the National Assessment.
(Foreword added August 2007.)

A Better Way to Measure Educational Progress in America

$QHIIHFWLYHGHPRFUDF\DQGDVWURQJHFRQRP\UHTXLUHZHOOHGXFDWHGFLWL]HQV$
JRRGHGXFDWLRQOD\VDIRXQGDWLRQIRUJHWWLQJDJRRGMREOHDGLQJDIXOILOOLQJOLIHDQG
SDUWLFLSDWLQJFRQVWUXFWLYHO\LQVRFLHW\


%XWLVWKHHGXFDWLRQSURYLGHGLQ\RXUVWDWHDQGLQ$PHULFDJRRGHQRXJK"+RZGR
RXUWKJUDGHUVFRPSDUHZLWKVWXGHQWVLQRWKHUQDWLRQVLQPDWKHPDWLFVDQGVFLHQFH"'R
RXUWKJUDGHVWXGHQWVKDYHDQDGHTXDWHXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHZRUNLQJVRIRXUFRQVWLWXWLRQDO
GHPRFUDF\"+RZZHOOGRRXUWKJUDGHVWXGHQWVUHDGZULWHDQGFRPSXWH"7KH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWRI(GXFDWLRQDO3URJUHVVLVWKHRQO\ZD\IRUWKHSXEOLFWRNQRZZLWKDFFXUDF\
KRZ$PHULFDQVWXGHQWVDUHDFKLHYLQJQDWLRQDOO\DQGVWDWHE\VWDWH


7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVDWJUDGHVDQG%\ODZLWFRYHUVWHQVXEMHFWV
LQFOXGLQJUHDGLQJZULWLQJPDWKHPDWLFVDQGVFLHQFH7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWKDV
SHUIRUPDQFHVWDQGDUGVWKDWLQGLFDWHZKHWKHUVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWLVJRRGHQRXJK7KH
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVQRWDQDWLRQDOH[DPWDNHQE\DOOVWXGHQWV,QIDFWRQO\VHYHUDO
WKRXVDQGVWXGHQWVDUHWHVWHGSHUJUDGHFRPSULVLQJFDUHIXOO\GUDZQVDPSOHVWKDWUHSUHVHQW
WKHQDWLRQDQGWKHSDUWLFLSDWLQJVWDWHV6LQFHLWVILUVWWHVWLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
KDVHDUQHGDWUXVWHGUHSXWDWLRQIRULWVTXDOLW\DQGFUHGLELOLW\7KDWUHSXWDWLRQPXVWEH
PDLQWDLQHG


7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVXQLTXHEHFDXVHRILWVQDWLRQDOVWDWHE\VWDWHDQGWK
JUDGHUHVXOWV6WDWHDQGORFDOWHVWUHVXOWVFDQQRWEHXVHGWRSURYLGHDQDWLRQDOSLFWXUHRI
VWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQW6WDWHVDQGORFDOVFKRROVXVHGLIIHUHQWWHVWVWKDWYDU\LQPDQ\ZD\V
7KHUHVXOWVFDQQRWVLPSO\EHDGGHGXSWRJHWDQDWLRQDOVFRUHQRUFDQVWDWHVFRUHVRQWKHLU
GLIIHUHQWWHVWVEHFRPSDUHG7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW*RYHUQLQJ%RDUGEHOLHYHVWKDW
WZHOIWKJUDGHDFKLHYHPHQWLVLPSRUWDQWWRPRQLWRUDWWKHQDWLRQDOOHYHOEHFDXVHWKHWK
JUDGHPDUNVWKHHQGRIHOHPHQWDU\DQGVHFRQGDU\HGXFDWLRQWKHWUDQVLWLRQSRLQWIRUPRVW
VWXGHQWVIURPVFKRROWRZRUNWRFROOHJHRUWRWHFKQLFDOWUDLQLQJ7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
LVWKHRQO\VRXUFHRIQDWLRQDOO\UHSUHVHQWDWLYHGDWDDWWKHWKJUDGH&ROOHJHHQWUDQFHWHVWV
VXFKDVWKH$&7DQGWKH6$7DUHWDNHQRQO\E\VWXGHQWVSODQQLQJRQKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQWKH
UHVXOWVGRQRWUHSUHVHQWWKHDFKLHYHPHQWRIWKHWRWDOWKJUDGHFODVV$QGWRGDWHYLUWXDOO\
QRVWDWHEDVHGDVVHVVPHQWSURJUDPWHVWVWKJUDGHUV


:KLOHWKHUHLVPXFKDERXWWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWKDWLVZRUNLQJZHOOWKHUHLVD
SUREOHP8QGHULWVFXUUHQWGHVLJQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVWRRIHZVXEMHFWVWRR
LQIUHTXHQWO\DQGUHSRUWVDFKLHYHPHQWUHVXOWVWRRODWH²DVPXFKDVWRPRQWKVDIWHU
WHVWLQJ7HVWLQJRFFXUVHYHU\RWKHU\HDU'XULQJWKH VRQO\UHDGLQJDQGPDWKHPDWLFV
ZLOOEHWHVWHGPRUHWKDQRQFHXVLQJXSWRGDWHWHVWVDQGSHUIRUPDQFHVWDQGDUGV6L[VXEMHFWV
ZLOOEHWHVWHGRQO\RQFHDQGWZRVXEMHFWVQRWDWDOOGXULQJWKH V


:K\LVWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWLQJVRIHZVXEMHFWVDQGIHZHUVXEMHFWVQRZWKDQ
\HDUVDJR"2YHUWKH\HDUVWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWKDVEHFRPHLQFUHDVLQJO\FRPSOH[,WV
TXDOLW\DQGLQWHJULW\KDYHOHGWRDPXOWLWXGHRIGHPDQGVDQGH[SHFWDWLRQVEH\RQGLWVFHQWUDO
SXUSRVH0HHWLQJWKRVHH[SHFWDWLRQVZDVGRQHZLWKJRRGLQWHQWLRQVDQGVHHPHGULJKWIRU
WKHVLWXDWLRQDWWKHWLPH+RZHYHUDGGLWLRQVWRWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWKDYHEHHQWDFNHG
RQZLWKRXWFKDQJLQJWKHEDVLFGHVLJQGULYLQJXSFRVWVDQGUHGXFLQJWKHQXPEHURIVXEMHFWV
WKDWFDQEHWHVWHG


)RUH[DPSOHZKHUHDVLQJOHSDJHPDWKHPDWLFVUHSRUWRQFHVXIILFHG
PDWKHPDWLFVUHSRUWLQJLQFRQVLVWHGRIVHYHQYROXPHVWRWDOLQJDOPRVWSDJHVQRW
LQFOXGLQJLQGLYLGXDOVWDWHUHSRUWV$OVRWKHUHDUHQRZWZRVHSDUDWHWHVWLQJSURJUDPVIRU
UHDGLQJZULWLQJPDWKDQGVFLHQFH2QHPRQLWRUVWUHQGVXVLQJWHVWVGHYHORSHGGXULQJWKH
 VWKHRWKHUUHIOHFWVFXUUHQWYLHZVRQLQVWUXFWLRQDQGXVHVSHUIRUPDQFHVWDQGDUGVWR
UHSRUWZKHWKHUDFKLHYHPHQWLVJRRGHQRXJK


7KHFXUUHQW1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGHVLJQLVRYHUEXUGHQHGLQHIILFLHQWDQGUHGXQGDQW
,WLVXQDEOHWRSURYLGHWKHIUHTXHQWWLPHO\UHSRUWVRQVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWWKH$PHULFDQ
SXEOLFQHHGV7KHFKDOOHQJHLVWRVXSSO\PRUHLQIRUPDWLRQPRUHTXLFNO\ZLWKWKHIXQGLQJ
DYDLODEOH





7RPHHWWKLVFKDOOHQJHWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGHVLJQPXVWEHFKDQJHGEXLOGLQJ
RQLWVVWUHQJWKVZKLOHPDNLQJLWPRUHHIILFLHQW7KHGHVLJQRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWPXVW
EHVLPSOLILHG7KHSXUSRVHRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWPXVWEHVKDUSO\IRFXVHGDQGLWV
SULQFLSDODXGLHQFHFOHDUO\GHILQHG%HFDXVHWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWFDQQRWGRDOOWKDW
VRPHZRXOGKDYHLWGRWUDGHRIIVPXVWEHPDGHDPRQJGHVLUDEOHDFWLYLWLHV8VHIXOEXWOHVV
LPSRUWDQWDFWLYLWLHVPD\KDYHWREHUHGXFHGHOLPLQDWHGRUFDUULHGRXWE\RWKHUV7KH
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWPXVWVWLFNWRLWVNQLWWLQJLQRUGHUWREHPRUHFRVWHIIHFWLYHUHDFK
PRUHRIWKHSXEOLFSURYLGHPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQPRUHSURPSWO\DQGPDLQWDLQLWVLQWHJULW\


National Assessment Redesign


7RSURYLGHWKH$PHULFDQSXEOLFZLWKPRUHIUHTXHQWLQIRUPDWLRQLQPRUHVXEMHFWV
DERXWWKHSURJUHVVRIVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWFKDQJHVPXVWEHPDGHLQWKHZD\WKDWWKH
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVGHVLJQHGDQGWKHUHVXOWVDUHUHSRUWHG7KHVHFKDQJHVDUHGHVFULEHG
LQWKLVSROLF\VWDWHPHQW8QGHUJLUGLQJWKHVHFKDQJHVLVDQH[SOLFLWVWDWHPHQWRIWKH
SXUSRVHVREMHFWLYHVDXGLHQFHVDQGOLPLWDWLRQVRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW


:KLOHFKDQJHLVLQRUGHUPDQ\FXUUHQWSROLFLHVVKRXOGFRQWLQXH)RUH[DPSOH
UHOLDELOLW\YDOLGLW\DQGTXDOLW\RIGDWDZLOOUHPDLQKDOOPDUNVRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
7KHVDPSOHRIWHVWHGVWXGHQWVZLOOEHDVUHSUHVHQWDWLYHDVSRVVLEOHXVLQJSROLFLHVDQG
SURFHGXUHVWKDWPD[LPL]HWKHQXPEHURIVWXGHQWVLQFOXGHGZKRDUHGLVDEOHGRUDUHRI
OLPLWHG(QJOLVKSURILFLHQF\$QGUHSRUWLQJRQWUHQGVRYHUWLPHZLOOUHPDLQDFHQWUDO
FRPPLWPHQWRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW


7KHLQWHQWRIWKLVSROLF\VWDWHPHQWLVWRJXLGHFXUUHQWRSHUDWLRQVRIWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIQHZUHTXHVWVIRUSURSRVDOVIRUFRQWUDFWVIRUFRQGXFWLQJ
WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDQGWKHDFWLYLWLHVDQGVWUXFWXUHRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
*RYHUQLQJ%RDUG&RQWUDFWVIRUFXUUHQWRSHUDWLRQVH[WHQGWKURXJKDVVHVVPHQWVWREH
FRQGXFWHGLQ1HZFRQWUDFWVZRXOGFRYHUDVVHVVPHQWVDVHDUO\DVDQG
WKHUHDIWHU




Purpose and Objectives of the National Assessment of
Educational Progress





7KHSXUSRVHRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVVWDWHGLQLWVOHJLVODWLRQ
“...to provide a fair and accurate presentation of educational achievement in
reading, writing, and the other subjects included in the third National
Education Goal, regarding student achievement and citizenship.”



7KXVWKHFHQWUDOFRQFHUQRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVWRLQIRUPWKHQDWLRQRQWKH
VWDWXVRIVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQW7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW*RYHUQLQJ%RDUGEHOLHYHVWKDWWKLV
VKRXOGEHDFFRPSOLVKHGWKURXJKWKHIROORZLQJREMHFWLYHV





1. To measure national and state progress toward the third National Education
Goal and provide timely, fair, and accurate data about student achievement at
the national level, among the states, and in comparison with other nations;
2. To develop, through a broadly inclusive process, sound assessments to
measure what students know and can do as well what students should know
and be able to do; and
3. To help states and others link their assessments with the National Assessment
and use National Assessment data to improve education performance.


7KHVSHFLILFFKDQJHVLQWKHGHVLJQRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGHVFULEHGEHORZDUH
GLVFXVVHGLQUHODWLRQWRWKHVHREMHFWLYHV

The Audience for the National Assessment


7KHSULPDU\DXGLHQFHIRU1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWUHVXOWVLVWKH$PHULFDQSXEOLF
LQFOXGLQJWKHJHQHUDOSXEOLFLQVWDWHVWKDWUHFHLYHWKHLURZQUHVXOWVIURPWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQW5HSRUWVVKRXOGEHZULWWHQIRUWKLVDXGLHQFH5HVXOWVVKRXOGEHUHOHDVHGZLWKLQ
PRQWKVRIWHVWLQJ5HSRUWVVKRXOGEHXQGHUVWDQGDEOHIUHHRIMDUJRQHDV\WRXVHDQG
ZLGHO\GLVVHPLQDWHG$OWKRXJKPRUHFRPSUHKHQVLEOHGLUHFWDQGXVHIXOWKHUHSRUWVZLOOQRW
WUDGHDFFXUDF\IRUVLPSOLFLW\7KHWUDGLWLRQRIKLJKTXDOLW\RI1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWUHSRUWV
ZLOOEHFRQWLQXHGZLWKQRHURVLRQRIYDOLGLW\DQGUHOLDELOLW\$VVHVVPHQWTXHVWLRQVDQG
VDPSOHVRIVWXGHQWZRUNWKDWLOOXVWUDWHSHUIRUPDQFHVWDQGDUGVDUHOLNHO\WRUHFHLYH
KHLJKWHQHGSURPLQHQFHLQUHSRUWV


3ULQFLSDOXVHUVRI1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGDWDDUHQDWLRQDODQGVWDWHSROLF\PDNHUVDQG
HGXFDWRUVFRQFHUQHGZLWKVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWFXUULFXODWHVWLQJDQGVWDQGDUGV1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWGDWDZLOOEHDYDLODEOHWRWKHVHXVHUVLQIRUPVWKDWVXSSRUWWKHLUHIIRUWVWR
LQWHUSUHWUHVXOWVWRWKHSXEOLFWRLPSURYHHGXFDWLRQSHUIRUPDQFHDQGWRSHUIRUPVHFRQGDU\
DQDO\VLV

Limitations: What the National Assessment Is Not


7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVLQWHQGHGWRGHVFULEHKRZZHOOVWXGHQWVDUHSHUIRUPLQJ
EXWQRWWRH[SODLQZK\7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWRQO\SURYLGHVJURXSUHVXOWVLWLVQRWDQ
LQGLYLGXDOVWXGHQWWHVW7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVDFDGHPLFVXEMHFWVDQGGRHVQRW
FROOHFWLQIRUPDWLRQRQLQGLYLGXDOVWXGHQWV SHUVRQDOYDOXHVRUDWWLWXGHV(DFK1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWWHVWLVGHYHORSHGWKURXJKDQDWLRQDOFRQVHQVXVSURFHVV7KLVQDWLRQDOFRQVHQVXV
SURFHVVWDNHVLQWRDFFRXQWHGXFDWLRQSUDFWLFHVWKHUHVXOWVRIHGXFDWLRQUHVHDUFKDQG
FKDQJHVLQWKHFXUULFXOD+RZHYHUWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVLQGHSHQGHQWRIDQ\
SDUWLFXODUFXUULFXOXPDQGGRHVQRWSURPRWHVSHFLILFLGHDVLGHRORJLHVRUWHDFKLQJ
WHFKQLTXHV1RULVWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDQDSSURSULDWHPHDQVE\LWVHOIIRULPSURYLQJ
LQVWUXFWLRQLQLQGLYLGXDOFODVVURRPVHYDOXDWLQJWKHHIIHFWVRIVSHFLILFWHDFKLQJSUDFWLFHVRU
GHWHUPLQLQJZKHWKHUSDUWLFXODUDSSURDFKHVWRFXUULFXODDUHZRUNLQJ




OBJECTIVE 1: To measure national and state progress toward the third National
Education Goal and provide timely, fair, and accurate data about student
achievement at the national level, among the states, and in comparison with other
nations.



Assess all subjects specified by Congress: reading, writing,
mathematics, science, history, geography, civics, the arts, foreign
language, and economics.



7KHJDSPXVWEHFORVHGEHWZHHQWKHQXPEHURIVXEMHFWVWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLV
UHTXLUHGWRDVVHVVDQGWKHQXPEHURIVXEMHFWVLWFDQDVVHVVDWWKHQDWLRQDOOHYHOXQGHUWKH
FXUUHQWGHVLJQ%\ODZWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVUHTXLUHGWRDVVHVVWHQVXEMHFWVDQG
UHSRUWUHVXOWVDQGWUHQGV,QRUGHUWRFKDUWSURJUHVVDQGUHSRUWWUHQGVVXEMHFWVPXVWEH
DVVHVVHGPRUHWKDQRQFH+RZHYHUGXULQJWKH VRQO\UHDGLQJDQGPDWKHPDWLFVZLOO
KDYHEHHQDVVHVVHGPRUHWKDQRQFHXVLQJXSWRGDWHWHVWVDQGSHUIRUPDQFHVWDQGDUGVWR
UHSRUWKRZZHOOVWXGHQWVDUHGRLQJ


6RPHKDYHVXJJHVWHGWKDWDVROXWLRQLVWRFRPELQHLQWRDVLQJOHDVVHVVPHQWVHYHUDO
UHODWHGVXEMHFWV HJUHDGLQJDQGZULWLQJDQGRUKLVWRU\JHRJUDSK\FLYLFVDQGHFRQRPLFV 
8QGHUVXFKDQDSSURDFKDVVHVVPHQWGDWDZRXOGEHUHSRUWHGXVLQJERWKDQRYHUDOOVFRUHDQG
VXEVFRUHVIRUWKHUHVSHFWLYHGLVFLSOLQHV$OWKRXJKVXFKDQDSSURDFKKDVWKHDSSHDORI
UHGXFLQJWKHQXPEHURIVHSDUDWHDVVHVVPHQWVLWVIHDVLELOLW\GHVLUDELOLW\DQGFRVWVDUH
XQNQRZQ$OVRVXFKDQDSSURDFKKDVIDUUHDFKLQJLPSOLFDWLRQVIRUWKHWHVWIUDPHZRUNVWKDW
JXLGHWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIHDFKDVVHVVPHQWDQGIRUUHSRUWLQJUHVXOWV7KHVHLPSOLFDWLRQV
PXVWEHFRQVLGHUHGFDUHIXOO\)RUWKHLPPHGLDWHIXWXUHVXEMHFWVZLOOFRQWLQXHWREH
DVVHVVHGVHSDUDWHO\+RZHYHUWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW*RYHUQLQJ%RDUGLVFRPPLWWHGWR
SURYLGLQJWKHSXEOLFZLWKPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQDVHIILFLHQWO\DVSRVVLEOH7KH*RYHUQLQJ%RDUG
ZLOOFRQVXOWZLWKWHFKQLFDOH[SHUWVDQGHGXFDWLRQSROLF\PDNHUVLQFRQMXQFWLRQZLWKWKH
GHYHORSPHQWRIDVVHVVPHQWIUDPHZRUNVWRGHWHUPLQHWKHIHDVLELOLW\GHVLUDELOLW\DQGFRVWV
RIFRPELQLQJVHYHUDOUHODWHGVXEMHFWVLQWRDVLQJOHDVVHVVPHQW

x The National Assessment shall be conducted annually, two or three
subjects per year, in order to cover all required subjects at least twice a
decade.
x The National Assessment shall assess all subjects listed in the third
National Educational Goal—reading, writing, mathematics, science,
history, geography, civics, the arts, foreign language and economics—
according to a publicly released schedule adopted by the National
Assessment Governing Board, covering eight to ten years, with reading,
writing, mathematics, and science tested more frequently than the other
subjects.
x The National Assessment Governing Board shall consult with technical
experts and with education policymakers, in conjunction with the
development of assessment frameworks, to determine the feasibility,





desirability, and costs of combining several related subjects into a single
assessment.



Provide National Assessment results for states


,QWHVWLQJDWWKHVWDWHOHYHOZDVDGGHGWRWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDVDWULDO
ZLWKSDUWLFLSDWLRQVWULFWO\YROXQWDU\VXEMHFWVDQGJUDGHVVSHFLILHGLQODZDQGDQ
LQGHSHQGHQWHYDOXDWLRQUHTXLUHG3UHYLRXVO\WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWKDGUHSRUWHGRQO\
QDWLRQDODQGUHJLRQDOUHVXOWV)RUWKHILUVWWLPHWKHLQIRUPDWLRQZDVUHOHYDQWWRLQGLYLGXDOV
LQVWDWHVZKRPDNHGHFLVLRQVDERXWHGXFDWLRQIXQGLQJJRYHUQDQFHDQGSROLF\$VDUHVXOW
VWDWHVQRZDUHPDMRUXVHUVRI1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGDWD


3DUWLFLSDWLRQZDVVWURQJLQWKHILUVWVWDWHOHYHODVVHVVPHQWLQDQGKDVJURZQWR
LQFOXGHHYHQPRUHVWDWHV,QVWDWHVDQGMXULVGLFWLRQVSDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKH
PDWKHPDWLFVDVVHVVPHQWVDWJUDGHDQGDQGWKHVFLHQFHDVVHVVPHQWDWJUDGH7KH
LQGHSHQGHQWHYDOXDWLRQFRQFOXGHGWKDWWKHWULDOVWDWHDVVHVVPHQWVSURGXFHGYDOLGDQGUHOLDEOH
GDWD7KHHYDOXDWLRQUHSRUWUHFRPPHQGHGDQG&RQJUHVVDJUHHGWKDWVWDWHOHYHO
DVVHVVPHQWVZLWKFRQWLQXHGHYDOXDWLRQVEHLQFOXGHGLQWKHUHDXWKRUL]DWLRQRIWKH
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW


&XUUHQWO\WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGUDZVDVHSDUDWHVDPSOHWRREWDLQQDWLRQDO
UHVXOWVLQDGGLWLRQWRWKHVDPSOHVGUDZQIRULQGLYLGXDOVWDWHUHSRUWV.HHSLQJWKHVFKRROV
GUDZQIRUQDWLRQDOVDPSOHVFRPSOHWHO\SDUWLWLRQHGIURPWKHVWDWHVDPSOHVLQFUHDVHVFRVWV
DQGFUHDWHVDGGLWLRQDOEXUGHQVRQVWDWHVSDUWLFXODUO\VPDOOVWDWHV2SWLRQVVKRXOGEH
LGHQWLILHGIRUPDNLQJWKHQDWLRQDODQGVWDWHVDPSOHVPRUHHIILFLHQWDQGOHVVEXUGHQVRPH
)RUH[DPSOHLWPD\EHSRVVLEOHWRUHGXFHWKHFXUUHQWVWDWHVDPSOHVL]HRIVFKRROVWRD
VPDOOHUQXPEHU HJ ZLWKRXWDJUHDWORVVLQSUHFLVLRQ


6WDWHVSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWIRUPDQ\UHDVRQVLQFOXGLQJWRKDYHDQ
XQELDVHGH[WHUQDOEHQFKPDUNWRKHOSWKHPPDNHMXGJPHQWVDERXWWKHLURZQWHVWVDQG
VWDQGDUGV1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGDWDDUHXVHGWRPDNHFRPSDULVRQVWRRWKHUVWDWHVWRKHOS
GHWHUPLQHLIFXUULFXOXPDQGVWDQGDUGVDUHULJRURXVHQRXJKWRGHYHORSTXHVWLRQVDERXW
FXUULFXODUVWUHQJWKVDQGZHDNQHVVHVWRPDNHVWDWHWRLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPSDULVRQVDQGWR
SURYLGHDJHQHUDOLQGLFDWRURIDFKLHYHPHQW


7KHUHLVDVWURQJLQWHUHVWDPRQJVWDWHVWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWR
JHWVWDWHOHYHOLQIRUPDWLRQDWJUDGHVDQGLQUHDGLQJZULWLQJPDWKHPDWLFVDQGVFLHQFH
7KHOHYHORILQWHUHVWLQSDUWLFLSDWLQJLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWYDULHVZLWKUHVSHFWWRWKH
RWKHUVXEMHFWV LHKLVWRU\JHRJUDSK\FLYLFVHFRQRPLFVWKHDUWVDQGIRUHLJQODQJXDJH 
DQGDWJUDGHZKHUHVWDWHRIILFLDOVVD\WKDWREWDLQLQJFRRSHUDWLRQIURPKLJKVFKRROVDQG
WKJUDGHVWXGHQWVLVGLIILFXOW


6RPHVWDWHVKRZHYHUZRXOGOLNHWREHDEOHWRXVH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVLQWKH
RWKHUVXEMHFWVDQGDWJUDGH6XFKXVHRI1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVZRXOGEHFRQGXFWHG
DVDVHUYLFHZLWKWKHUHSRUWLQJRIUHVXOWVDQGPDLQWHQDQFHRIGDWDXQGHUWKHFRQWURORIWKH
VWDWH6WDWHVZLOOEHDEOHWRXVH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVLIWKH\DGKHUHWRUHTXLUHPHQWVWR
SURWHFWWKHLQWHJULW\RIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWSURJUDPDQGSD\WKHDGGLWLRQDOFRVWV$W





WKHSUHVHQWWLPHVWDWHVWKDWSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWRJHWVWDWHOHYHO
LQIRUPDWLRQDWJUDGHVDQGLQUHDGLQJZULWLQJPDWKHPDWLFVDQGVFLHQFHSURYLGHLQNLQG
VXSSRUWWRFRYHUWKHFRVWRILQVWDWHFRRUGLQDWLRQDQGWHVWDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ7KH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWSURJUDPFRYHUVWKHPDMRULW\RIFRVWVLQFOXGLQJWHVWGHYHORSPHQWVDPSOLQJ
DQDO\VLVDQGUHSRUWLQJ6WDWHVWKDWZLVKWRXVH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVLQRWKHUVXEMHFWV
DQGDWJUDGHZRXOGSD\IRUPXFKRIWKHVHDGGLWLRQDOFRVWV


6WDWHVDUHDFWLYHSDUWQHUVLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWSURJUDP6WDWHVKHOSGHYHORS
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWIUDPHZRUNVUHYLHZWHVWLWHPVDQGDVVLVWLQFRQGXFWLQJWKHWHVWV
7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWSURJUDPLVHIIHFWLYHWRDJUHDWGHJUHHEHFDXVHRIWKHLQYROYHPHQW
RIWKHVWDWHV


%HFDXVHLWLVXVHIXOWRWKHPDQGEHFDXVHWKH\LQYHVWWLPHDQGUHVRXUFHVLQLWVWDWHV
ZDQWDGHSHQGDEOHVFKHGXOHIRU1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWLQJ:LWKDGHSHQGDEOHVFKHGXOH
VWDWHVWKDWZDQWWRZLOOEHEHWWHUDEOHWRFRRUGLQDWHWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWZLWKWKHLURZQ
VWDWHWHVWLQJSURJUDPDQGPDNHEHWWHUXVHRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDVDQH[WHUQDO
UHIHUHQFHSRLQW

x National Assessment state-level assessments shall be conducted on a
reliable, predictable schedule according to an eight to ten year plan
adopted by the National Assessment Governing Board.
x Reading, writing, mathematics, and science at grades 4 and 8 shall be
given priority for National Assessment state-level assessments.
x States shall have the option to use National Assessment tests in other
subjects and at grade 12 by assuming a larger share of the costs and
adhering to requirements that protect the integrity of the National
Assessment program. However, the National Assessment Governing
Board shall seek ways to make such use of National Assessment tests
attractive and financially feasible.
x Where possible, changes in national and state sampling procedures shall
be made that will reduce burden on states, increase efficiency, and save
costs.



Vary the amount of detail in testing and in reporting results


0RUHVXEMHFWVFDQEHDVVHVVHGLIGLIIHUHQWVWUDWHJLHVDUHXVHG&XUUHQWO\HDFKWLPH
WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVFRQGXFWHGLWXVHVDVLPLODUDSSURDFKUHJDUGOHVVRIWKHQDWXUHRI
WKHVXEMHFWRUWKHQXPEHURIWLPHVDQDVVHVVPHQWLQDVXEMHFWKDVEHHQDGPLQLVWHUHG7KLV
DSSURDFKLVORFNHGLQWKURXJKXQGHUFXUUHQWFRQWUDFWV8QGHUWKLVDSSURDFKDODUJHU
QXPEHURIVWXGHQWVLVWHVWHGLQRUGHUWRSURYLGHQRWMXVWRYHUDOOUHVXOWVEXWILQHJUDLQHG
GHWDLOVDVZHOO HJWKHDFKLHYHPHQWVFRUHVRIWKJUDGHVWXGHQWVZKRVHWHDFKHUVWKDW\HDU
KDGILYHKRXUVRUPRUHRILQVHUYLFHWUDLQLQJ 7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDOVRFROOHFWV
EDFNJURXQGLQIRUPDWLRQWKURXJKTXHVWLRQQDLUHVFRPSOHWHGE\VWXGHQWVWHDFKHUVDQG
SULQFLSDOV7KHTXHVWLRQQDLUHVDVNDERXWWHDFKLQJSUDFWLFHVVFKRROSROLFLHVDQGWHOHYLVLRQ
ZDWFKLQJWRQDPHDIHZ'DWDDQDO\VHVDUHHODERUDWH5HSRUWVDUHGHWDLOHGDQGH[KDXVWLYH
LQYROYLQJDVPDQ\DVVHYHQVHSDUDWHUHSRUWVSHUVXEMHFW$OWKRXJKWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW





KDVEHHQSUDLVHGIRUWKLVWKRURXJKQHVVWKHFRVWRIWKLVWKRURXJKQHVVLVWKDWIHZHUVXEMHFWV
DUHDVVHVVHGDVVHVVPHQWVRFFXUOHVVIUHTXHQWO\DQGUHSRUWVWDNHORQJHUWRSURGXFH


7KHGLIIHUHQWVWUDWHJLHVQHHGHGPLJKWLQFOXGHVHYHUDODSSURDFKHVWRWHVWLQJDQG
UHSRUWLQJDOORIZKLFKVKRXOGEHGHVLJQHGLQZD\VWKDWPDLQWDLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW V
FRPPLWPHQWWRSURYLGLQJYDOLGDQGUHOLDEOHGDWDRIKLJKTXDOLW\)RUH[DPSOHWKHVH
DSSURDFKHVFRXOGWDNHWKHIRUPRIVWDQGDUGUHSRUWFDUGVFRPSUHKHQVLYHUHSRUWVDQG
VSHFLDOIRFXVHGDVVHVVPHQWV


$VWDQGDUGUHSRUWFDUGZRXOGSURYLGHRYHUDOOUHVXOWVLQDVXEMHFWZLWKSHUIRUPDQFH
VWDQGDUGVDQGDYHUDJHVFRUHV5HVXOWVIRUVWDQGDUGUHSRUWFDUGVFRXOGEHUHSRUWHGE\VH[
UDFHHWKQLFLW\VRFLRHFRQRPLFVWDWXVDQGIRUSXEOLFDQGSULYDWHVFKRROVEXWZRXOGQRWEH
EURNHQGRZQIXUWKHU7KLVPD\UHGXFHWKHQXPEHURIVWXGHQWVQHHGHGIRUWHVWLQJDQGPD\
UHGXFHDVVRFLDWHGFRVWV*HQHUDOO\VXEFDWHJRULHVZLWKLQDVXEMHFW HJDOJHEUD
PHDVXUHPHQWDQGJHRPHWU\ZLWKLQPDWKHPDWLFV ZRXOGQRWEHUHSRUWHG+RZHYHUGDWD
IURPWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWZRXOGFRQWLQXHWREHDYDLODEOHWRVWDWHDQGORFDOHGXFDWRUV
DQGSROLF\PDNHUVIRUDGGLWLRQDODQDO\VLV


&RPSUHKHQVLYHUHSRUWVOLNHWKHFXUUHQWDSSURDFKZRXOGEHDQLQGHSWKORRNDWD
VXEMHFWSHUKDSVXVLQJDQHZO\DGRSWHGWHVWIUDPHZRUNPDQ\VWXGHQWVPDQ\WHVWTXHVWLRQV
DQGDPSOHEDFNJURXQGLQIRUPDWLRQ,QDGGLWLRQWRRYHUDOOUHVXOWVXVLQJSHUIRUPDQFH
VWDQGDUGVDQGDYHUDJHVFRUHVVXEFDWHJRULHVZLWKLQDVXEMHFWFRXOGEHUHSRUWHG5HVXOWV
ZRXOGEHUHSRUWHGE\VH[UDFHHWKQLFLW\VRFLRHFRQRPLFVWDWXVDQGIRUSXEOLFDQGSULYDWH
VFKRROVDQGPLJKWEHEURNHQGRZQIXUWKHUDVZHOO,QVRPHFDVHVPRUHWKDQRQHUHSRUW
PD\EHLVVXHGLQDVXEMHFW&RPSUHKHQVLYHUHSRUWLQJLQDSDUWLFXODUVXEMHFWZRXOGRFFXU
LQIUHTXHQWO\SHUKDSVRQFHLQWHQ\HDUVEXWXQGHUDSODQQHGVFKHGXOHRIDVVHVVPHQWV


6SHFLDOIRFXVHGDVVHVVPHQWVRQWLPHO\WRSLFVDOVRZRXOGEHFRQGXFWHG7KH\
ZRXOGH[SORUHDSDUWLFXODUTXHVWLRQRULVVXHDQGPD\EHOLPLWHGWRSDUWLFXODUJUDGHV
*HQHUDOO\WKHFRVWZRXOGEHOHVVWKDQWKHFRVWRIDVWDQGDUGUHSRUWFDUG([DPSOHVRIWKHVH
VPDOOHUVFDOHIRFXVHGDVVHVVPHQWVLQFOXGH  DVVHVVLQJVXEMHFWVXVLQJWDUJHWHGDSSURDFKHV
HJWKJUDGHDUWV   WHVWLQJVSHFLDOSRSXODWLRQV HJLQVFKRROWKJUDGHUVYHUVXVRXW
RIVFKRRO\RXWK DQG  H[DPLQLQJVNLOOVDQGNQRZOHGJHDFURVVVHYHUDOVXEMHFWV HJ
UHDGLQHVVIRUZRUN 


7KHXVHRIEDFNJURXQGVXUYH\VDOVRZRXOGEHYDULHG7KHWKUHHNLQGVRI
EDFNJURXQGVXUYH\V²VWXGHQWWHDFKHUDQGSULQFLSDOTXHVWLRQQDLUHV²ZRXOGQRWQHFHVVDULO\
DOOEHHPSOR\HGHDFKWLPHDVXEMHFWLVDVVHVVHG,QVWHDGWKHXVHRIVXFKVXUYH\VZRXOGEH
OLPLWHGDQGVHOHFWLYHZLWKUHSRUWVRIUHVXOWVIRFXVHGRQDFRUHRIEDFNJURXQGTXHVWLRQV
DGGUHVVLQJWKHPRVWHVVHQWLDOLVVXHV$OVREDFNJURXQGVXUYH\VXVHGIRUVWDQGDUGUHSRUW
FDUGVLQDSDUWLFXODU\HDUZRXOGEHGHVLJQHGWRFRPSOHPHQWUDWKHUWKDQGXSOLFDWH
EDFNJURXQGVXUYH\VXVHGIRUFRPSUHKHQVLYHUHSRUWVLQWKHVDPH\HDU





x

National Assessment testing and reporting shall vary, using standard
report cards most frequently, comprehensive reporting in selected
subjects about once every ten years, and special, focused assessments.



x

National Assessment results shall be timely, with the goal being to
release results within 6 months of the completion of testing for standard
report cards and within 9 months for comprehensive reports.



Simplify the National Assessment design


7KHFXUUHQWGHVLJQRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVYHU\FRPSOH[DQGLQIDFWKDV
JURZQPRUHFRPSOH[RYHUWKH\HDUV+HUHDUHMXVWWKUHHH[DPSOHVRIWKLVFRPSOH[LW\  
1RVWXGHQWWDNHVWKHFRPSOHWHVHWRIWHVWTXHVWLRQVLQDVXEMHFWDQGDVPDQ\DVWZHQW\VL[
GLIIHUHQWWHVWERRNOHWVDUHXVHGZLWKLQHDFKJUDGH6FRUHVDUHFDOFXODWHGXVLQJVRSKLVWLFDWHG
VWDWLVWLFDOSURFHGXUHV  6WXGHQWVWHDFKHUVDQGSULQFLSDOVFRPSOHWHVHSDUDWHEDFNJURXQG
TXHVWLRQQDLUHVDQGPD\VXEPLWWKHPIRUVFRULQJDWGLIIHUHQWWLPHV'DWDIURPWKH
TXHVWLRQQDLUHVDUHXVHGLQFDOFXODWLQJUHVXOWVRIWKHDVVHVVPHQWV  &XUUHQWUHTXLUHPHQWV
IRUGDWDDQDO\VLVGHPDQGWKDWWHVWVFRUHVEHFDOFXODWHGIRUHYHU\EDFNJURXQGYDULDEOH
FROOHFWHGE\WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWEHIRUHDQ\UHSRUWFDQEHSURGXFHG7KLVOHQJWKHQVWKH
WLPHIURPGDWDFROOHFWLRQWRUHSRUWLQJDQGDGGVVLJQLILFDQWO\WRFRVW


7KHGHVLJQEHFDPHPRUHFRPSOH[LQSDUWEHFDXVHWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW V
SXUSRVHVDQGDXGLHQFHVKDGSUROLIHUDWHGDQGWKHDPRXQWRIEDFNJURXQGLQIRUPDWLRQ
FROOHFWHGKDGH[SDQGHG6SHFLI\LQJWKHSXUSRVHVDXGLHQFHVDQGOLPLWDWLRQVRIWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWDVZHOODVSURYLGLQJIRUYDULHGPHDQVIRUWHVWLQJDQGUHSRUWLQJZLOOUHVXOWLQ
RSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUVLPSOLI\LQJWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGHVLJQ

x Options shall be identified to simplify the design of the National
Assessment.

Simplify the way the National Assessment reports trends in
student achievement


)URPLWVEHJLQQLQJLQPRQLWRULQJDFKLHYHPHQWWUHQGVKDVEHHQDFHQWUDO
PLVVLRQRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWRI(GXFDWLRQDO3URJUHVV0RQLWRULQJORQJWHUPWUHQGV
LQHGXFDWLRQDODFKLHYHPHQWERWKIRUWKHSRSXODWLRQDVDZKROHDQGIRUVLJQLILFDQWVXE
JURXSVLVDFDSDFLW\XQLTXHWRWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDQGVKRXOGEHFRQWLQXHGDVDFHQWUDO
PLVVLRQ+RZHYHUDVWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDSSURDFKHVLWVWKLUGGHFDGHLWPXVWDGGUHVV
WKHSUREOHPRIKRZWRDVVHVVWUHQGVLQDFKLHYHPHQWZKHQFXUULFXODFRQWLQXHWRHYROYHDQG
FKDQJH$QDVVHVVPHQWLQDVXEMHFWPXVWEHNHSWVWDEOHWRPRQLWRUWUHQGV+RZHYHUVWDEOH
DVVHVVPHQWVPD\QRWUHIOHFWLPSRUWDQWFKDQJHVLQFXUULFXOD2YHUWLPHWKHUHGHYHORSVD
OHJLWLPDWHFRQFHUQDERXWWKHUHOHYDQFHRIWKHFRQWHQWRIWKHDVVHVVPHQWYHUVXVWKHDELOLW\WR
WUDFNFKDQJHLQDFKLHYHPHQW


$VDVROXWLRQWRWKLVSUREOHPVLQFHWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWKDVUHSRUWHG
DFKLHYHPHQWWUHQGVXVLQJWZRXQFRQQHFWHGDVVHVVPHQWSURJUDPV7KHWHVWVFULWHULDIRU
VHOHFWLQJVWXGHQWVDQGUHSRUWLQJDUHDOOGLIIHUHQW7KHILUVWSURJUDPWKHPDLQ1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVDWJUDGHVDQGDQGFRYHUVWHQVXEMHFWV7KHDVVHVVPHQWVDUHEDVHG
RQDQDWLRQDOFRQVHQVXVUHSUHVHQWLQJFXUUHQWYLHZVRIHDFKVXEMHFW3HUIRUPDQFHVWDQGDUGV




DUHXVHGWRUHSRUWZKHWKHUVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWRQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVJRRG
HQRXJK7KHVFKHGXOHRIVXEMHFWVWREHDVVHVVHGLQWKHPDLQ1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLV
XQUHODWHGWRWKHVFKHGXOHRIVXEMHFWVXQGHUWKHVHFRQGWHVWLQJSURJUDP


7KHVHFRQGDVVHVVPHQWSURJUDPUHSRUWVORQJWHUPWUHQGVWKDWJRDVIDUEDFNDV
2QO\IRXUVXEMHFWVDUHFRYHUHGUHDGLQJZULWLQJPDWKHPDWLFVDQGVFLHQFH7KH
DVVHVVPHQWVDUHEDVHGRQYLHZVRIWKHFXUULFXODSUHYDOHQWGXULQJWKH VDQGKDYHQRW
EHHQFKDQJHG7HVWLQJLVDWDJHVDQGH[FHSWIRUZULWLQJZKLFKWHVWVDWJUDGHV
DQG7UHQGVDUHUHSRUWHGE\DYHUDJHVFRUHSHUIRUPDQFHVWDQGDUGVDUHQRWXVHG7KH
ORQJWHUPWUHQGSURJUDPKDVEHHQYDOXDEOHIRUGRFXPHQWLQJGHFOLQHVDQGLQFUHDVHVLQ
VWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWRYHUWLPHDQGDGHFUHDVHLQWKHDFKLHYHPHQWJDSEHWZHHQPLQRULW\DQG
QRQPLQRULW\VWXGHQWV


,WPD\EHLPSUDFWLFDODQGXQQHFHVVDU\WRRSHUDWHWZRVHSDUDWHDVVHVVPHQWSURJUDPV
+RZHYHULWDOVRLVOLNHO\WKDWFXUULFXODZLOOFRQWLQXHWRFKDQJHDQGWKDWFXUUHQWWHVW
IUDPHZRUNVPD\EHOHVVUHOHYDQWLQWKHIXWXUH7KHWHQVLRQEHWZHHQWKHQHHGIRUVWDEOH
PHDVXUHVRIVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWDQGFKDQJLQJFXUULFXODVKRXOGEHUHFRJQL]HGDVD
FRQWLQXLQJSROLF\PDWWHUIRUWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWUHTXLULQJHIILFLHQWDQGEDODQFHG
GHVLJQVROXWLRQV$PRQJWKHIDFWRUVWRFRQVLGHUDUH  VHWWLQJDVWDQGDUGSHULRGRIWLPHIRU
DORQJWHUPWUHQG HJ\HDUV XVLQJDSDUWLFXODUPHWULFLQDVXEMHFW  SURYLGLQJIRU
RYHUODSSLQJDGPLQLVWUDWLRQVRIROGDQGQHZDVVHVVPHQWVDQGEULGJHVWXGLHVWRGHWHUPLQH
ZKHWKHUWKHQHZFDQEHOLQNHGWRWKHROGDVVHVVPHQWDQG  SHULRGLFDGPLQLVWUDWLRQRI
ROGHUDVVHVVPHQWV HJRQFHHYHU\WHQ\HDUVRQFHDQHZWUHQGOLQHKDVEHHQHVWDEOLVKHGVR
WKDWLWZRXOGEHSRVVLEOHWRFRPSDUHSHUIRUPDQFHLQZLWKWKDWLQRQWKHROGWUHQG
OLQHDQGZLWKWKDWLQRQDQHZWUHQGOLQH 



x

A carefully planned transition shall be developed to enable "the main
National Assessment," to become the primary way to measure trends in
reading, writing, mathematics, and science in the National Assessment
program.

Use performance standards to report whether student
achievement is "good enough"


,QUHSRUWLQJRQHGXFDWLRQDOSURJUHVVWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWKDVXQWLOUHFHQWO\
RQO\FRQVLGHUHGFXUUHQWVWXGHQWSHUIRUPDQFHFRPSDUHGWRVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWLQSUHYLRXV
\HDUV8QGHUWKLVDSSURDFKWKHRQO\VWDQGDUGZDVKRZZHOOVWXGHQWVKDGGRQHSUHYLRXVO\
QRWKRZZHOOWKH\VKRXOGEHGRLQJRQZKDWLVPHDVXUHGE\WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
$OWKRXJKWKLVDSSURDFKKDVEHHQXVHIXOLWEHJDQWRFKDQJHLQIURPDVROHIRFXVRQ
ZKHUHZHKDYHEHHQWRLQFOXGHZKHUHZHZDQWWREHDVZHOO


,Q&RQJUHVVFUHDWHGDQRQSDUWLVDQFLWL]HQ VJURXS²WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
*RYHUQLQJ%RDUG²DQGDXWKRUL]HGLWWRVHWH[SOLFLWSHUIRUPDQFHVWDQGDUGVFDOOHG
DFKLHYHPHQWOHYHOVIRUUHSRUWLQJ1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWUHVXOWV







7KHDFKLHYHPHQWOHYHOVGHVFULEHKRZJRRGLVJRRGHQRXJKRQWKHYDULRXVWHVWV
WKDWPDNHXSWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW3UHYLRXVO\LWPLJKWKDYHEHHQUHSRUWHGWKDWWKH
DYHUDJHPDWKHPDWLFVVFRUHRIWKJUDGHUVZHQWXS RUGRZQ IRXUSRLQWVRQDILYHKXQGUHG
SRLQWVFDOH7KHUHZDVQRZD\RINQRZLQJZKHWKHUWKHSUHYLRXVVFRUHUHSUHVHQWHGVWURQJRU
ZHDNSHUIRUPDQFHDQGZKHWKHUWKHDPRXQWRIFKDQJHVKRXOGJLYHFDXVHIRUFRQFHUQRU
FHOHEUDWLRQ,QFRQWUDVWWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWQRZDOVRUHSRUWVWKHSHUFHQWDJHRI
VWXGHQWVZKRDUHSHUIRUPLQJDWRUDERYHEDVLFSURILFLHQWDQGDGYDQFHGOHYHOVRI
DFKLHYHPHQW3URILFLHQWWKHFHQWUDOOHYHOUHSUHVHQWVFRPSHWHQF\RYHUFKDOOHQJLQJVXEMHFW
PDWWHUDVGHPRQVWUDWHGE\KRZZHOOVWXGHQWVSHUIRUPRQWKHTXHVWLRQVRQHDFK1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWWHVW%DVLFGHQRWHVSDUWLDOPDVWHU\DQGDGYDQFHGVLJQLILHVVXSHULRU
SHUIRUPDQFHRQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW8VLQJDFKLHYHPHQWOHYHOVWRUHSRUWUHVXOWVDQG
WUDFNFKDQJHVDOORZVUHDGHUVWRPDNHMXGJPHQWVDERXWZKHWKHUSHUIRUPDQFHLVDGHTXDWH
ZKHWKHUSURJUHVVLVVXIILFLHQWDQGKRZWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWVWDQGDUGVDQGUHVXOWV
FRPSDUHWRWKRVHRIRWKHUWHVWVVXFKDVVWDWHDQGORFDOWHVWV


)LUVWHPSOR\HGLQWKHDFKLHYHPHQWOHYHOVKDYHEHHQWKHVXEMHFWRIVHYHUDO
LQGHSHQGHQWHYDOXDWLRQVDQGVRPHFRQWURYHUV\,QIRUPDWLRQIURPWKHVHHYDOXDWLRQVDVZHOO
DVIURPRWKHUH[SHUWVKDVEHHQXVHGRYHUWKHODVWVL[\HDUVWRLPSURYHDQGUHILQHWKH
SURFHGXUHVE\ZKLFKDFKLHYHPHQWOHYHOVDUHVHW$OWKRXJKWKHFXUUHQWSURFHGXUHVPD\EH
DPRQJWKHPRVWFRPSUHKHQVLYHDQGVRSKLVWLFDWHGVWDQGDUGVHWWLQJSURFHGXUHVXVHGLQ
HGXFDWLRQWKH*RYHUQLQJ%RDUGUHPDLQVFRPPLWWHGWRLPSURYLQJWKHSURFHVVDQGWRWKH
FRQWLQXLQJFRQGXFWRIYDOLGLW\VWXGLHV
x

The National Assessment shall continue to report student achievement
results based on performance standards.




Use international comparisons


/RRNLQJDWVWXGHQWSHUIRUPDQFHDQGFXUULFXOXPH[SHFWDWLRQVLQRWKHUQDWLRQVLV\HW
DQRWKHUZD\WRFRQVLGHUWKHDGHTXDF\RI86VWXGHQWSHUIRUPDQFH7KH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWLVDQGVKRXOGEHDGRPHVWLFDVVHVVPHQW+RZHYHUGHFLVLRQVRQWKHFRQWHQWRI
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWVWKHDFKLHYHPHQWVWDQGDUGVDQGWKHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRIWHVWUHVXOWV
ZKHUHIHDVLEOHVKRXOGEHLQIRUPHGLQSDUWE\WKHH[SHFWDWLRQVIRUHGXFDWLRQVHWE\RWKHU
FRXQWULHVVXFKDV-DSDQ*HUPDQ\DQG(QJODQG$OWKRXJKWKHUHDUHWHFKQLFDOKXUGOHVWR
RYHUFRPHFRQVLGHUDWLRQRIVXFKTXDOLWDWLYHLQIRUPDWLRQFDQEHXVHGWRJRRGHIIHFW,Q
DGGLWLRQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWVKRXOGSURPRWHOLQNLQJVWXGLHVZLWKLQWHUQDWLRQDO
DVVHVVPHQWVDVKDVEHHQGRQHZLWKWKH7KLUG,QWHUQDWLRQDO0DWKHPDWLFVDQG6FLHQFH6WXG\
VRWKDWVWDWHVWKDWSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWFDQKDYHVWDWHQDWLRQDODQG
LQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPSDULVRQV7KLVLQWXUQVKRXOGWDNHLQWRDFFRXQWSUREOHPVLQPDNLQJ
LQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPSDULVRQVWUXO\FRPSDUDEOHVXFKDVGLIIHUHQFHVLQWKHVDPSOHVRIVWXGHQWV
WHVWHGGLIIHUHQFHVLQWKHFXUULFXODDQGGLIIHUHQFHVLQWKHWUDQVODWHGWHVWTXHVWLRQV





x

National Assessment test frameworks, test specifications, achievement
levels, and data interpretations shall take into account, where feasible,
curricula, standards, and student performance in other nations.



x

The National Assessment shall promote "linking" studies with
international assessments.




Emphasize reporting for grades 4, 8, and 12


$QDVSHFWRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGHVLJQWKDWQHHGVUHFRQVLGHUDWLRQLVDJH
YHUVXVJUDGHEDVHGUHSRUWLQJ$WLWVLQFHSWLRQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWHGRQO\E\DJH
&XUUHQWODZUHTXLUHVWHVWLQJERWKE\DJH DJHVDQG DQGE\JUDGH JUDGHVDQG
 *UDGHEDVHGUHVXOWVDUHJHQHUDOO\PRUHXVHIXOWKDQDJHEDVHGUHVXOWV6FKRROVDQG
FXUULFXODDUHRUJDQL]HGE\JUDGHQRWE\DJH*UDGHVDQGPDUNNH\WUDQVLWLRQSRLQWV
LQ$PHULFDQHGXFDWLRQ*UDGHSHUIRUPDQFHLVSDUWLFXODUO\LPSRUWDQWDVDQH[LW
PHDVXUHIURPWKH.HGXFDWLRQV\VWHP*UDGHVDQGDUHVSHFLILHGIRUPRQLWRULQJ
LQ1DWLRQDO(GXFDWLRQ*RDO$JHEDVHGVDPSOHVPD\EHPRUHDSSURSULDWHZLWKUHVSHFWWR
LQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPSDULVRQVDQGJLYHQKLJKVFKRROGURSRXWUDWHVZRXOGEHPRUHLQFOXVLYHIRU
DJHWKDQIRUJUDGHVDPSOHVZKLFKDUHOLPLWHGWR\RXWKHQUROOHGLQVFKRRO+RZHYHU
DVVHVVLQJWKHNQRZOHGJHDQGVNLOOVRIRXWRIVFKRRO\RXWKPD\SURSHUO\IDOOXQGHUWKH
SXUSRVHRIDQRWKHUSURJUDPVXFKDVWKH1DWLRQDO$GXOW/LWHUDF\6XUYH\


$OWKRXJKJUDGHEDVHGUHSRUWLQJLVJHQHUDOO\SUHIHUDEOHWKHUHLVDSUREOHPDERXWWKH
DFFXUDF\RIJUDGH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWUHVXOWV$WJUDGHDVPDOOHUSHUFHQWDJHRI
VFKRROVDQGVWXGHQWVWKDWDUHLQYLWHGDFWXDOO\SDUWLFLSDWHLQWHVWLQJWKDQLVWKHFDVHZLWKWK
DQGWKJUDGHUV$OVRPRUHWKJUDGHUVIDLOWRFRPSOHWHWKHLUWHVWVWKDQGRWKDQGWK
JUDGHUV,QDGGLWLRQZKHQDVNHG+RZKDUGGLG\RXWU\RQWKLVWHVW"DQG+RZLPSRUWDQW
LVGRLQJZHOORQWKLVWHVW"PDQ\PRUHWKJUDGHUVWKDQWKRUWKJUDGHUVVD\WKDWWKH\
GLGQ WWU\KDUGDQGWKDWWKHWHVWZDVQ WLPSRUWDQW/RZSDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWHVORZFRPSOHWLRQ
UDWHVDQGLQGLFDWRUVRIORZPRWLYDWLRQVXJJHVWWKDWWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWPD\EH
XQGHUHVWLPDWLQJZKDWWKJUDGHUVNQRZDQGFDQGR

2QHSRVVLEOHUHDVRQIRUORZUHVSRQVHDQGORZPRWLYDWLRQLVWKDWVFKRROVDQG
VWXGHQWVUHFHLYHYHU\OLWWOHLQUHWXUQIRUWKHLUSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
EH\RQGWKHNQRZOHGJHWKDWWKH\DUHSHUIRUPLQJDSXEOLFVHUYLFH7KH\GRQRWUHFHLYHWHVW
VFRUHVQRUGRWKH\UHFHLYHRWKHULQIRUPDWLRQIURPWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWKDWWHDFKHUVDQG
SULQFLSDOVPLJKWZLVKWRXVHDVDSDUWRIWKHLQVWUXFWLRQDOSURJUDP7KLVVKRXOGEHFKDQJHG
7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGHVLJQVKRXOGXVHPHDQLQJIXOSUDFWLFDOLQFHQWLYHVWKDWZLOOJLYH
VFKRROSULQFLSDOVDQGWHDFKHUVDJUHDWHUUHDVRQWRSDUWLFLSDWHDQGVWXGHQWVPRUHRIDUHDVRQ
WRWU\KDUGHU7KHXQGHUO\LQJLGHDLVFOHDULISULQFLSDOVDQGWHDFKHUVVHHGLUHFWEHQHILWVWKH\
DUHPRUHOLNHO\WRDJUHHWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW6WXGHQWVPD\EHPRUH
OLNHO\WRWDNHWKHDVVHVVPHQWVHULRXVO\LIWKH\VHHWKDWWKHLUWHDFKHUVDQGSULQFLSDOVDUH
HQWKXVLDVWLFDERXWSDUWLFLSDWLQJ:LWKRXWSUDFWLFDOLQFHQWLYHVHYHQDWJUDGHVDQGWKH
ZLOOLQJQHVVRIGLVWULFWDQGVFKRRODGPLQLVWUDWRUVDQGVWDIIWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWPD\GLPLQLVKRYHUWLPH

x The National Assessment shall continue to test in and report results for
grades 4, 8, and 12; however, in selected subjects, one or more of these
grades may not be tested.
x Age-based testing and reporting shall be permitted when deemed
appropriate and when necessary for international comparisons and for





x

x
x

long-term trends, should the National Assessment Governing Board
decide to continue long-term trends in their current form.
Grade 12 results shall be accompanied by clear, highlighted statements
about school and student participation, student motivation, and
cautions, where appropriate, about interpreting 12th grade achievement
results.
The National Assessment design shall seek to improve school and
student participation rates and student motivation at grade 12.
The National Assessment shall provide practical incentives for school
and district participation at grades 4, 8, and 12. 



Use innovations in measurement and reporting


7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWKDVDUHFRUGRILQQRYDWLRQVLQODUJHVFDOHWHVWLQJ7KHVH
LQFOXGHWKHHDUO\XVHRISHUIRUPDQFHLWHPVVDPSOLQJERWKVWXGHQWVDQGWHVWTXHVWLRQVXVLQJ
VWDQGDUGVGHVFULELQJZKDWVWXGHQWVVKRXOGNQRZDQGEHDEOHWRGRDQGHPSOR\LQJ
FRPSXWHUVIRUVXFKWKLQJVDVLQYHQWRU\FRQWUROVFRULQJGDWDDQDO\VLVDQGUHSRUWLQJ7KH
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWVKRXOGFRQWLQXHWRLQFRUSRUDWHSURPLVLQJLQQRYDWLYHDSSURDFKHVWRWHVW
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQDQGLPSURYHGPHWKRGVIRUPHDVXULQJDQGUHSRUWLQJVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQW


7HFKQRORJ\FDQKHOSLPSURYH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWUHSRUWLQJDQGWHVWLQJ)RU
H[DPSOHUHSRUWVFRXOGEHSXWRQFRPSXWHUGLVFWUDQVPLWWHGHOHFWURQLFDOO\DQGPDGH
DYDLODEOHRQWKH:RUOG:LGH:HE7HVWTXHVWLRQVFRXOGEHFDWDORJXHGDQGPDGHDYDLODEOH
RQOLQHIRUXVHE\VWDWHDVVHVVPHQWSHUVRQQHODQGFODVVURRPWHDFKHUV$OVRWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWFRXOGEHDGPLQLVWHUHGE\FRPSXWHUHOLPLQDWLQJWKHQHHGIRUFRVWO\WHVWERRNOHW
V\VWHPVDQGUHGXFLQJVWHSVUHODWHGWRGDWDHQWU\RIVWXGHQWUHVSRQVHV6WXGHQWVFRXOG
DQVZHUSHUIRUPDQFHLWHPVLQFRVWHIIHFWLYHFRPSXWHUL]HGIRUPDWV7KHLQFUHDVLQJXVHRI
FRPSXWHUVLQVFKRROVPD\PDNHLWIHDVLEOHWRDGPLQLVWHUVRPHSDUWVRIWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWE\FRPSXWHUXQGHUWKHQH[WFRQWUDFWIRUWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWEHJLQQLQJ
DURXQGWKH\HDU


2WKHUH[DPSOHVRISURPLVLQJPHWKRGVIRUPHDVXULQJDQGUHSRUWLQJVWXGHQW
DFKLHYHPHQWLQFOXGHDGDSWLYHWHVWLQJDQGGRPDLQVFRUHUHSRUWLQJ,QDGDSWLYHWHVWLQJHDFK
VWXGHQWLVJLYHQDVKRUWSUHWHVWWRHVWLPDWHWKDWVWXGHQW VOHYHORIDFKLHYHPHQW6WXGHQWV
DUHWKHQDGPLQLVWHUHGWHVWH[HUFLVHVWKDWDUHLQWKHUDQJHRIGLIILFXOW\LQGLFDWHGE\WKHSUH
WHVW6LQFHWKHWHVWLVDGDSWHGWRWKHLQGLYLGXDOLWLVPRUHSUHFLVHDQGFDQEHPDUNHGO\
PRUHHIILFLHQWWKDQUHJXODUWHVWDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ,QGRPDLQVFRUHUHSRUWLQJDVXEMHFW RU
GRPDLQ LVZHOOGHILQHGDJRRGO\QXPEHURIWHVWTXHVWLRQVDUHGHYHORSHGWKDWHQFRPSDVV
WKHVXEMHFWDQGVWXGHQWUHVXOWVDUHUHSRUWHGDVDSHUFHQWDJHRIWKHGRPDLQWKDWVWXGHQWV
NQRZDQGFDQGR7KLVLVLQFRQWUDVWWRUHSRUWLQJUHVXOWVXVLQJDQDUELWUDU\VFDOHVXFKDV
WKHVFDOHXVHGLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
x



The National Assessment shall assess the merits of advances related
to technology and the measurement and reporting of student
achievement.



x
x

Where warranted, the National Assessment shall implement such
advances in order to reduce costs and/or improve test
administration, measurement, and reporting.
The next competition for National Assessment contracts, for
assessments beginning around the year 2000, shall ask bidders to
provide a plan for
(1) conducting testing by computer in at least one subject at one
grade, and
(2) making use of technology to improve test administration,
measurement, and reporting.




OBJECTIVE 2: To develop, through a broadly inclusive process, sound assessments
to measure what students know and can do as well as what students should know
and be able to do.

Keep test frameworks and specifications stable


7HVWIUDPHZRUNVVSHOORXWLQJHQHUDOWHUPVKRZDQDVVHVVPHQWZLOOEHSXWWRJHWKHU
7KHIUDPHZRUNVDOVRGHWHUPLQHZKDWZLOOEHUHSRUWHGDQGLQIOXHQFHKRZH[SHQVLYHDQ
DVVHVVPHQWZLOOEH6KRXOGWKJUDGHPDWKHPDWLFVLQFOXGHDOJHEUDTXHVWLRQV"6KRXOGWKHUH
EHERWKPXOWLSOHFKRLFHTXHVWLRQVDQGTXHVWLRQVLQZKLFKVWXGHQWVVKRZWKHLUZRUN":KDW
LVWKHEHVWPL[RIVXFKW\SHVRITXHVWLRQVIRUHDFKJUDGH":KLFKJUDGHVDUHDSSURSULDWHIRU
DVVHVVPHQWLQDVXEMHFWDUHD"7HVWVSHFLILFDWLRQVSURYLGHGHWDLOHGLQVWUXFWLRQVWRWKHWHVW
ZULWHUVDERXWWKHVSHFLILFFRQWHQWWREHWHVWHGDWHDFKJUDGHKRZWHVWTXHVWLRQVZLOOEH
VFRUHGDQGWKHIRUPDWIRUHDFKWHVWTXHVWLRQ HJPXOWLSOHFKRLFHHVVD\HWF 


6LQFHWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW*RYHUQLQJ%RDUGKDVEHHQUHVSRQVLEOHIRU
GHYHORSLQJWHVWIUDPHZRUNVDQGVSHFLILFDWLRQVIRU1$(37KH*RYHUQLQJ%RDUGKDVGRQH
WKLVWKURXJKDEURDGO\LQFOXVLYHSURFHVVLQYROYLQJKXQGUHGVRIWHDFKHUVFXUULFXOXPH[SHUWV
GLUHFWRUVRIVWDWHDQGORFDOWHVWLQJSURJUDPVDGPLQLVWUDWRUVSROLF\PDNHUVSUDFWLWLRQHUVLQ
WKHFRQWHQWDUHD HJFKHPLVWVIRUVFLHQFHGHPRJUDSKHUVIRUJHRJUDSK\HWF DQGPHPEHUV
RIWKHSXEOLF7KLVSURFHVVKHOSVGHWHUPLQHZKDWLVLPSRUWDQWIRUWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
WRWHVWKRZLWVKRXOGEHPHDVXUHGDQGKRZPXFKRIZKDWLVPHDVXUHGE\WKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWVWXGHQWVVKRXOGNQRZDQGEHDEOHWRGRLQHDFKVXEMHFW


7KHSURFHVVRIGHYHORSLQJIUDPHZRUNVDQGVSHFLILFDWLRQVLQYROYHVFRQVLGHUDWLRQRI
ERWKFXUUHQWFODVVURRPWHDFKLQJSUDFWLFHVDQGLPSRUWDQWGHYHORSPHQWVLQHDFKVXEMHFWDUHD
IRULQFOXVLRQLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW,QRUGHUWRHQVXUHWKDW1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGDWD
IDLUO\UHSUHVHQWVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWWKHWHVWIUDPHZRUNVDQGVSHFLILFDWLRQVDUHVXEMHFWHGWR
ZLGHSXEOLFUHYLHZEHIRUHDGRSWLRQDQGWHVWTXHVWLRQVGHYHORSHGIRUWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWDUHUHYLHZHGIRUUHOHYDQFHDQGTXDOLW\E\UHSUHVHQWDWLYHVIURPSDUWLFLSDWLQJ
VWDWHV







$QLPSRUWDQWUROHRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVWRUHSRUWRQWUHQGVLQVWXGHQW
DFKLHYHPHQWRYHUWLPH)RUWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWREHDEOHWRPHDVXUHWUHQGVWKH
IUDPHZRUNV DQGKHQFHWKHWHVWV PXVWUHPDLQVWDEOH+RZHYHUDVQHZNQRZOHGJHLV
JDLQHGLQVXEMHFWDUHDVDQGDVWHDFKLQJSUDFWLFHVFKDQJHDQGHYROYHSUHVVXUHVDULVHWR
FKDQJHWKHWHVWIUDPHZRUNVDQGWHVWVWRNHHSWKHPFXUUHQW%XWLIIUDPHZRUNV
VSHFLILFDWLRQVDQGWHVWVFKDQJHWRRIUHTXHQWO\WUHQGVPD\EHORVWFRVWVJRXSDQGUHSRUWLQJ
WLPHPD\LQFUHDVH
x
x

x

x

Test frameworks and test specifications developed for the National
Assessment generally shall remain stable for at least ten years.
To ensure that trend results can be reported, the pool of test
questions developed in each subject for the National Assessment
shall provide a stable measure of student performance for at least
ten years.
In rare circumstances, such as where significant changes in
curricula have occurred, the National Assessment Governing Board
may consider making changes to test frameworks and specifications
before ten years have elapsed.
In developing new test frameworks and specifications, or in making
major alterations to approved frameworks and specifications, the
cost of the resulting assessment shall be estimated. The National
Assessment Governing Board will consider the effect of that cost on
the ability to test other subjects before approving a proposed test
framework and/or specifications.


Use an appropriate mix of multiple-choice and "performance"
questions


7RSURYLGHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWZKDWVWXGHQWVNQRZDQGFDQGRWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVHVVPHQWXVHVERWKPXOWLSOHFKRLFHTXHVWLRQVDQGTXHVWLRQVLQZKLFKVWXGHQWVDUHDVNHG
WRSURGXFHWKHLURZQDQVZHUVVXFKDVZULWLQJDUHVSRQVHWRDQHVVD\TXHVWLRQRUH[SODLQLQJ
KRZWKH\VROYHGDPDWKSUREOHP4XHVWLRQVRIWKHODWWHUW\SHDUHVRPHWLPHVFDOOHG
SHUIRUPDQFHLWHPV%RWKW\SHVRITXHVWLRQVFDQYDU\LQGLIILFXOW\DQGWKHULFKQHVVRI
LQIRUPDWLRQWKH\SURYLGHDQGPD\UHTXLUHVWXGHQWVWRGHPRQVWUDWHGLIIHUHQWNLQGVRIVNLOOV
DQGNQRZOHGJH


3HUIRUPDQFHLWHPVDUHGHVLUHGEHFDXVHWKH\SURYLGHGLUHFWHYLGHQFHRIZKDWVWXGHQWV
FDQGR7KH\UDQJHLQOHQJWKRIWHVWWDNLQJWLPHIURPDVKRUWDQVZHURUILOOLQWKHEODQN
IRUPDWUHTXLULQJDERXWDPLQXWHRIUHVSRQVHWLPHWRLWHPVUHTXLULQJDERXWPLQXWHVRI
UHVSRQVHWLPHWRZULWLQJH[HUFLVHVWKDWPD\DOORZWRPLQXWHVUHVSRQVHWLPH
$OWKRXJKWKH\PD\EHGHVLUDEOHSHUIRUPDQFHLWHPVDUHPRUHH[SHQVLYHWKDQPXOWLSOH
FKRLFHWRGHYHORSDGPLQLVWHUDQGVFRUH,QDGGLWLRQPXFKODUJHUSURSRUWLRQVRIVWXGHQWV
IDLOWRUHVSRQGWRSHUIRUPDQFHLWHPVSDUWLFXODUO\DVWKHDPRXQWRIUHTXLUHGUHVSRQVHWLPH
LQFUHDVHV







0XOWLSOHFKRLFHTXHVWLRQVFDQEHFKDOOHQJLQJDQGDUHGHVLUHGEHFDXVHWKH\DUH
HIILFLHQWLQFROOHFWLQJLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWVWXGHQWNQRZOHGJH+RZHYHUPXOWLSOHFKRLFH
TXHVWLRQVDUHPRUHVXEMHFWWRJXHVVLQJWKDQDUHSHUIRUPDQFHLWHPV


&XUUHQWO\DOOVWXGHQWVWHVWHGE\WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDUHJLYHQERWKW\SHVRI
TXHVWLRQV*HQHUDOO\DERXWKDOIWKHWHVWLQJWLPHLVGHYRWHGWRHDFKW\SHRITXHVWLRQEXWWKH
DPRXQWRIWLPHIRUHDFKGLIIHUVEDVHGRQWKHVNLOOVDQGNQRZOHGJHWREHDVVHVVHGDV
HVWDEOLVKHGLQWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWIUDPHZRUNV)RUH[DPSOHLQDZULWLQJ
DVVHVVPHQWDOOVWXGHQWVDUHDVNHGWRZULWHWKHLUUHVSRQVHVWRVSHFLILFH[HUFLVHV,QRWKHU
VXEMHFWVWKHPL[RIPXOWLSOHFKRLFHDQGSHUIRUPDQFHLWHPVYDULHV7KHDSSURSULDWHPL[RI
LWHPVIRUHDFKVXEMHFWVKRXOGEHGHWHUPLQHGE\WKHQDWXUHRIWKHVXEMHFWWKHUDQJHRIVNLOOV
WREHDVVHVVHGDQGFRVW

x Both multiple-choice and performance items shall continue to be
used in the National Assessment;
x In developing new test frameworks, specifications, and questions,
decisions about the appropriate mix of multiple-choice and
performance items shall take into account the nature of the subject,
the range of skills to be assessed, and cost.



OBJECTIVE 3: To help states and others link their assessments with the National
Assessment and use National Assessment data to improve education performance.


7KHSULPDU\MRERIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLVWRUHSRUWIUHTXHQWO\DQGSURPSWO\WR
WKH$PHULFDQSXEOLFRQVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQW7KHUHVRXUFHVRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW
PXVWEHIRFXVHGRQWKLVFHQWUDOSXUSRVHLILWLVWREHDFKLHYHG+RZHYHUWKHSURGXFWVRIWKH
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW²WHVWIUDPHZRUNVVSHFLILFDWLRQVVFRULQJJXLGHVUHVXOWVTXHVWLRQV
DFKLHYHPHQWOHYHOVDQGEDFNJURXQGGDWD²DUHZLGHO\UHJDUGHGDVEHLQJRIKLJKTXDOLW\
7KH\DUHGHYHORSHGZLWKSXEOLFIXQGVDQGWKHUHIRUHVKRXOGEHDYDLODEOHIRUSXEOLFXVHDV
ORQJDVVXFKXVHVGRQRWWKUHDWHQWKHLQWHJULW\RIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWRULWVDELOLW\WR
UHSRUWUHJXODUO\RQVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQW


7KH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWVKRXOGEHGHVLJQHGLQDZD\WKDWSHUPLWVLWVXVHE\RWKHUV
ZKLOHSURWHFWLQJWKHSULYDF\RIVWXGHQWVWHDFKHUVDQGSULQFLSDOVZKRKDYHSDUWLFLSDWHGLQ
WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW7KLVVKRXOGLQFOXGHPDNLQJ1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWWHVWTXHVWLRQV
DQGGDWDHDV\WRDFFHVVDQGXVHDQGSURYLGLQJUHODWHGWHFKQLFDODVVLVWDQFHXSRQUHTXHVW
*HQHUDOO\WKHFRVWVRIDSURMHFWVKRXOGEHERUQHE\WKHLQGLYLGXDORUJURXSPDNLQJWKH
SURSRVDOQRWE\WKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQW


([DPSOHVRIDUHDVLQZKLFKSDUWLFXODULQWHUHVWKDVEHHQH[SUHVVHGIRUXVLQJWKH
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWLQFOXGHOLQNLQJVWDWHDQGORFDOWHVWVZLWKWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWDQG
SHUIRUPLQJLQGHSWKDQDO\VLVRQ1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWGDWD6WDWHVWKDWOLQNWKHLUWHVWVWRWKH
1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWZRXOGKDYHDQXQELDVHGH[WHUQDOEHQFKPDUNWRKHOSPDNHMXGJPHQWV
DERXWWKHLURZQWHVWVDQGVWDQGDUGVDQGDOVRZRXOGKDYHDPHDQVIRUFRPSDULQJWKHLUWHVWV
DQGVWDQGDUGVZLWKWKRVHRIRWKHUVWDWHV






The National Assessment shall develop policies, practices, and procedures that
assist states, school districts, and others who want to do so at their own cost to link
their test results to the National Assessment.
x
x

The National Assessment shall be designed so that others may access
and use National Assessment test frameworks, specifications, scoring
guides, results, questions, achievement levels, and background data.
The National Assessment shall employ safeguards to protect the
integrity of the National Assessment program, prevent misuse of
data, and ensure the privacy of individual test takers.







Attachment B

NAEP Budget and Schedule

The pages that follow immediately are provided as background for the discussion of the NAEP
budget and schedule of assessments. They were excerpted from the Department of Education
budget justification for FY 2013. The last two pages in this attachment are the current NAEP
schedule and the long-term schedule discussion draft, previously shared with the Executive
Committee.
A decrease of $5 million is requested for NAEP in FY 2013 and a decrease of $1 million is
requested for the Governing Board.
If approved by Congress, this would set new baselines for the NAEP and Governing Board
budgets, with serious effects not just in FY 2013, but in the out-years as well. For example, over
the five-year period of the new NAEP contracts planned for award in September 2012, the
impact would be a $25 million reduction in funds available for assessing student achievement.
The first page of the excerpt (numbered X-5) provides an overview of the President’s request for
the Institute of Education Sciences, showing where there are requested increases and decreases.
The remaining pages provide details related to the request for NAEP and the Governing Board.
Your attention is directed to page X-49 and, especially, the highlighted text on page X-50.
The complete Department of Education FY 2013 budget justification can be found at
http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget13/justifications/index.html
More details about the implications for the budget and NAEP schedule of assessments will be
provided at the Governing Board meeting.
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Excerpt from
Department of Education
FY 2013 Budget Justification
INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES
Summary of Changes
(dollars in thousands)
2012 .. ............ ....... .......... .............. .... .......... .. .... ................... .... ...... .. ..
2013 ..... ......... ..... ...... .... .......... .................. .. .... .............. ........... .. .. .... ..

$593,664
621,150

Net change .... .......... ........ ............ .... ... ....... .. .. ..... ...... ..

+27,486

Increases :
Program :
Increase for Research, Development, and Dissemination to
conduct additional research , development, dissemination, and
evaluation activities.
Increase for Statistics to allow NCES to collect State-level
Program for International Student Assessment data.
Increase for Statewide Data Systems to provide funding to
support postsecondary data initiatives designed to improve
information on students as they progress from high school to
postsecondary education and the workforce .

2012 base

Change
from base

$189,787

+$12,486

108,748

+6,000

38,077

+15 000

Subtotal, increases

+33,486

Decreases
Program:
Decrease for National Assessment to reflect need to focus the
program on key assessments

129,616

Decrease for National Assessment Governing Board to reflect
need to focus on key activities

8,690

-5,000

-6,000

Subtotal, decreases
Net change

+27,486

X-5
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INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES

Assessment
(National Assessment of Educational Progress Authorization Act)

(dollars in thousands)
FY 2013 Authorization: 0 1
Budget Authority:
2012
National Assessment of Educational Progress
National Assessment Governing Board
Total

$129 ,616
8.690
138,306

2013

Change

$124,616
7.690
132,306

-$5,000
-1 ,000
-6,000

1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009; the Administration proposes to continue funding in FY 2013
under appropriations language.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is the only nationally representative
and continuing assessment of what American students know and can do. Also known as The
Nation 's Report Card, NAEP collects and analyzes data on, measures, and reports on the
status of and trends in student learning over time, subject-by-subject. By making objective
information on student performance available to policymakers, educators, parents, and others,
NAEP has become an integral part of the Nation's measurement of educational progress.
Assessment frequency is specified in the authorizing statute. The Commissioner for Education
Statistics must conduct:
•

National reading and mathematics assessments in public and private schools at grades 4
and 8 at least once every 2 years;

•

National grade 12 reading and mathematics assessments in public and private schools on a
regular schedule; and

•

Biennial State assessments of student achievement in reading and mathematics in grades 4
and 8.

If time and resources allow, the Commissioner may conduct additional national and State
assessments in grades 4, 8, and 12 in public and private schools at regularly scheduled
intervals in additional subject matters, including writing, science, history, geography, civics,
economics, foreign languages, and arts; may conduct grade 12 State reading and mathematics
assessments; and may conduct long-term trend assessments of academic achievement at ages
9, 13, and 17 in reading and mathematics. Whenever feasible, information must be collected

X-47
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Assessment

and reported by race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, gender, disability, and limited-English
proficiency. The NAEP schedule is publicly available at http://www/nagb.org/.
The National Assessment Governing Board (NAGS) is responsible for formulating policy for
NAEP. NAGS is composed of 25 voting members including Governors, State legislators, chief
State school officers, a superintendent, State and local board of education members, testing
and measurement experts, a representative of business or industry, curriculum specialists,
principals, classroom teachers, and parents. The Director of the Institute of Education Sciences
serves as an ex officio, nonvoting member of the Board. Using a national consensus approach,
NAGS develops appropriate assessment objectives and achievement levels for each grade in
each subject area to be assessed. The Assessment budget supports the following major
program components:

•

National NAEP. The main NAEP assessments report results for the Nation and are
designed to follow the curriculum frameworks developed by NAGS. They periodically
measure student achievement in reading , mathematics, science, writing, U.S. history, civics,
geography, and other subjects ;

•

Grade 4 and 8 State NAEP. State assessments address the needs of State-level
policymakers for reliable data concerning student achievement in their States in reading,
mathematics, science, and writing . In 2002, the Department began paying for State
participation in biennial reading and mathematics assessments in grades 4 and 8. Periodic
assessments also are administered in science and writing ;

•

Grade 4 and 8 Trial Urban District Assessment (TUDA) . Begun in 2002, the TUDA provides
information on student achievement in a small number of urban school districts.
Participation is voluntary;

•

Long-term NAEP. In its long-term trend program, NAEP administers identical instruments
from one assessment year to the next, measuring student achievement in reading and
mathematics. These assessments do not evolve based on changes in curricular or
educational practices; and

•

Evaluation and validation studies. Congress mandates that the Secretary provide for
continuing review of the national and State assessments and student performance levels by
one or more nationally recognized evaluation organizations. NAEP funds also support
studies to examine critical validity issues involving NAEP design, interpretation, and
operations.

In order to inform the American public about the performance of the Nation's students, NAEP
produces a series of public audience and technical reports. All NAEP reports are available
through the Internet (http://nces.ed .gov/nationsreportcard/). In addition, an online data tool
(http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/) allows users to create their own data tables
with national and State data.
The statute requires biennial State assessments in reading and mathematics in grades 4 and 8
and requires reporting NAEP results, where feasible, by disability and limited-English proficiency
as well as by race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and gender. The Federal Government is
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specifically prohibited from using NAEP to influence standards, assessments, curriculum, or
instructional practices at the State and local levels, or from using NAEP to evaluate individual
students or teachers or provide rewards or sanctions for individual students, teachers, schools,
or school districts. In addition, the statute specifies that nothing in the law shall be construed to
prescribe the use of NAEP for student promotion or graduation purposes, and that NAEP should
not affect home schools. Maintenance of a system of records containing personally identifiable
information on students is prohibited, and assessments must not evaluate or assess personal or
family beliefs or attitudes.
The statute ensures the Department's ability to maintain test integrity by allowing the Statistics
Commissioner to decline to release cognitive test items that will be used in future assessments
for 10 years (and longer if important to protect long-term trend data) while continuing to provide
for public access to assessment materials in secure settings. The statute requires that the public
be notified about such access; requires that access be provided within 45 days in a mutually
convenient setting; and establishes procedures for receiving, reviewing, and reporting
complaints. The law provides criminal penalties for unauthorized release of assessment
instruments.
The statute also mandates that participation is voluntary for students and schools, as well as for
local educational agencies. Each participating State must give permission for the release of the
results of its State assessment. However, under Title I of ESEA, each State participating in the
Title I program must develop a State plan that demonstrates, among other things, that the State
has developed high quality assessments that will be used to determine student progress (ESEA,
Title I, Part A, Section 1111 ). In addition, each State, in its plan, had to agree to participate in
the biennial grades 4 and 8 reading and mathematics NAEP assessments beginning in the
2002-2003 school year, if the Secretary paid for the costs of participation. Any State with an
approved plan under section 1111 is deemed to have given its permission for the release of its
grades 4 and 8 reading and mathematics NAEP data.
Funding levels for both NAEP and NAGB for the past 5 fiscal years were:
(dollars in thousands)

2008 ....... ........ ........ .......................................... .................. $104,053
2009 ..................................................................................... 138,844
201 0 ....... ............................................. ...... ................. .......... 138,844
2011 .................................................... ............... .......... ........ 138,566
2012 ..................................................................................... 138,306

FY 2013 BUDGET REQUEST
The Administration requests $132.3 million for Assessment in 2013, a decrease of $6.0 million
from 2012. Of this amount, $124.6 million would provide support for the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) program and $7.7 million would support the National Assessment
Governing Board (NAGS). NAGS is responsible for formulating policy for NAEP and develops
appropriate assessment objectives and achievement levels for each grade in each subject area
to be assessed. The NAEP State-level assessments are held every other year, meaning that
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costs are considerably higher in some years and lower in others. The Administration requests
that these funds remain available for 2 years, as they have been in recent years . Extending the
availability of funds for an additional year allows the Department the flexibility it needs to fund
the assessments. The Administration believes that the funds requested are sufficient to enable
NAEP to fulfill its mission and continue to provide the critically important information needed on
student achievement over time .
NAEP funds for a particular fiscal year provide support for the analysis and reporting of
assessments conducted in prior fiscal years, the administration of current year assessments,
and preparation for future assessments. The current plans are to use the 2013 funds for:
•Conducting the 2013 national and State reading and math assessments at grades 4, 8, and
12. State participation in 121h grade NAEP is voluntary, with 11 States participating in 2009.
In addition, the 2013 assessments will once again include data for certain large urban
districts. In 2009, 18 urban districts participated; 21 participated in 2011.
•Analysis and reporting of assessments conducted in prior years, including the 2012 economics
and long-term trend assessments.
•Preparation for 2014 assessments. The current NAGS schedule includes assessments in U.S.
history, civics , and geography, as well as a technology and engineering literacy assessment.
The requested funding for NAGB would allow it to carry out its policy-setting responsibilities fon
NAEP, including selecting subject areas to be assessed; developing student achievement levels
for each grade and subject tested; taking appropriate actions to improve the form, content, use,
and reporting of NAEP; developing test objectives and specifications for assessments in eacti
subject; handling the initial public release of NAEP reports; ensuring that all NAEP materials are
free from racial, cultural, gender, and regional bias and are secular, neutral, and
non-ideological ; developing and implementing procedures for the review of NAEP methodology,
content, frameworks, reporting, and d issemination; and reviewing complaints about NAEP
submitted by parents and other members of the public and determining whether revisions to
NAEP are necessary and appropriate. NAGB also conducts special studies to inform NAEP
The 2013 request would allow NAGS to finish work on 12th grade preparedness initiated in
2011 and to complete Web-based interactive versions of the reading , mathematics science,
and writing framewor~s.
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Year

National

State

2005

Reading

Reading (4, 8)

MATHEMATICS

MATH (4, 8)

Science
High School Transcript Study
U.S. History
Civics

Science (4, 8)

2006

ECONOMICS (12)

2007

2008
2009

2010

2011

Reading (4, 8)
Math (4, 8)
Writing (8)

Reading (4, 8)
Mathematics (4, 8)
Writing (8, 12)
Arts (8)
Long-term trend
READING

READING (4, 8, 12)

Mathematics*

Math (4, 8, 12)

SCIENCE**

SCIENCE (4, 8)

High School Transcript Study
U.S. History
Civics
Geography
Reading (4, 8)
Mathematics (4, 8)
Science (8)**

Reading (4, 8)
Math (4, 8)
Science (8)

WRITING (8, 12)**

2012
2013
2014

Economics (12)
Long-term trend
Reading
Mathematics
U.S. History
Civics
Geography

Reading (4, 8, 12)
Math (4, 8, 12)

TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING LITERACY (8) **

2015

Reading
Mathematics
Science**

Reading (4, 8, 12)
Math (4, 8, 12)
Science (4, 8, 12)

High School Transcript Study
2016
2017

Arts (8)
Long-term trend
Reading
Mathematics
Writing**

Reading (4, 8, 12)
Math (4, 8, 12)
Writing (4, 8, 12)

*New framework for grade 12 only.
**Assessments involving test administration by computer.
NOTES:
(1) Grades tested are 4, 8, and 12 unless otherwise indicated, except that long-term trend assessments sample students at ages 9,
13, and 17 and are conducted in reading and mathematics.
(2) Subjects in BOLD ALL CAPS indicate the year in which a new framework is implemented or assessment year for which the
Board will decide whether a new or updated framework is needed.
(3) In 2009, 12th grade assessments in reading and mathematics at the state level were conducted as a pilot in 11 volunteering
states.
(4) The Governing Board intends to conduct assessments at the 12th grade in World History and Foreign Language during the
assessment period 2018-2022.
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NAEP Schedule of Assessments – Discussion Draft
Year

National

State

2010

U.S. History
Civics
Geography
Reading (4, 8)
Mathematics (4, 8)
Science (8)**

Reading (4, 8)
Math (4, 8)
Science (8)

2011

WRITING (8, 12)**

2012
2013

2014

Economics (12)
Long-term trend
Reading
Mathematics

Reading (4, 8, 12)
Math (4, 8, 12)

U.S. History
Civics
Geography
TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING LITERACY (8) **

2015

Reading
Mathematics
Science**

Reading (4, 8, 12)
Math (4, 8, 12)
Science (4, 8, 12)

High School Transcript Study
2016

2017

2018

2019

Arts (8)
Add: Economics (12)
Long-term trend
Reading
Mathematics MATHEMATICS** (nat’l and state)
Writing**
U.S. History
Civics
CIVICS**
Geography
Technology and Engineering Literacy (8, 12) **
Reading
READING ** (nat’l and state)
Mathematics**
Science**
SCIENCE ** (nat’l and state)

Reading (4, 8, 12)
Math (4, 8, 12)**
Writing (4, 8, 12)**

Reading (4, 8, 12)**
Math (4, 8, 12)**
Science (4, 8, 12)**

High School Transcript Study
2020

2021

2022

Long-term trend
NOTE: administer by computer?
Economics (12)**
FOREIGN LANGUAGE (12) **
Reading **
NOTE: PIRLS is expected this year
Mathematics**
Writing**
U.S. HISTORY**
Civics**
GEOGRAPHY**
WORLD HISTORY (12) **
Technology And Engineering Literacy (4, 8, 12) **

Reading (4, 8, 12)**
Math (4, 8, 12)**
Writing (4, 8, 12)**

**Assessments involving test administration by computer.
NOTES:
(1) Grades tested are 4, 8, and 12 unless otherwise indicated, except that long-term trend assessments sample students at ages 9,
13, and 17 and are conducted in reading and mathematics.
(2) Subjects in BOLD ALL CAPS indicate the year in which a new framework is implemented or assessment year for which the
Board will decide whether a new or updated framework is needed.
(3) In 2009, 12th grade assessments in reading and mathematics at the state level will be conducted as a pilot in 11 volunteering
states.
(4) The Governing Board intends to conduct assessments at the 12th grade in World History and Foreign Language
during the assessment period 2018-2022.
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