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Every state saw declines in 2022
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No state or district escaped the effects 
of the pandemic disruptions. We need 
to look carefully at the rich set of data 
offered by this NAEP release, along with 
other assessment and opportunity-to-learn 
data, to understand student and school needs…
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...And understanding must lead to action. 
State departments of education must 
provide clear guidance and leadership 
on evidence-based practices to support 
accelerated learning.

Scott Marion, member of the Governing Board and executive director of the National 
Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment, writing in Education Week



How Have States Used 
NAEP Results?
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The Governing Board’s Strategic Vision for NAEP has 
been for it to be more than the gold standard of 
assessment.  It should:

 Serve as a catalyst for action to improve student 
achievement

 Inspire improvement in the quality of assessments and 
standards

 Help tell the stories of American achievement for all, over 
time and in context
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Catalyst for Change Quality of Standards 
and Assessments

Tell Stories of 
Achievement

 Make the case to political, 
policy, and community 
leaders to focus on 
educational priorities – at 
any level of government or 
education 

 Use the bully pulpit to 
energize public attention and 
action

 Provide objective 
information to contextualize 
local data, compare trends 
to neighbors

 Use NAEP results to set 
broad goals and track 
progress over time

Use Cases

 Incorporate NAEP 
Assessment Frameworks 
and Item Specifications into 
state assessment planning 
and design

 Use NAEP Achievement 
Levels to inform state 
standard-setting / NAEP 
data as part of 
benchmarking

 Use NAEP items as 
exemplars for state 
assessments

 Steal from the NAEP 
Questions Tool and Take 
NAEP Now

 Look at trends over time on 
NAEP (dating back to 1990’s 
for Reading and Math) to 
contextualize state results

 Incorporate state’s NAEP 
results into state reporting 
formally (report 
card/website) or informally 
(conversations with media 
and policymakers)

 Use contextual survey data 
to say more than 
achievement trends
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