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The aggregate impacts of learning losses 
are stunning.

1. Individuals in COVID-cohort lose on average 5.6 percent
◦ Larger for disadvantaged

2. National loss is $28 trillion

3. Losses are permanent unless schools get better



The COVID-cohort has been significantly harmed by 
the pandemic – more in some states than others.
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States will face lower economic activity.

-3.5

-3

-2.5

-2

-1.5

-1

-0.5

0
O

kl
ah

om
a

De
la

w
ar

e
W

es
t V

irg
in

ia
M

ar
yl

an
d

N
ew

 Je
rs

ey
M

as
sa

ch
us

et
ts

Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

M
in

ne
so

ta
Ka

ns
as

Ve
rm

on
t

N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a

M
ai

ne
N

ew
 M

ex
ic

o
W

as
hi

ng
to

n
Co

nn
ec

tic
ut

O
hi

o
Di

st
ric

t o
f C

ol
um

bi
a

Co
lo

ra
do

Ar
izo

na
O

re
go

n
Ke

nt
uc

ky
N

ew
 H

am
ps

hi
re

M
iss

ou
ri

G
eo

rg
ia

M
iss

iss
ip

pi
Te

nn
es

se
e

Vi
rg

in
ia

M
ic

hi
ga

n
W

isc
on

sin
Ar

ka
ns

as
Ill

in
oi

s
So

ut
h 

Ca
ro

lin
a

Fl
or

id
a

N
or

th
 D

ak
ot

a
In

di
an

a
Te

xa
s

M
on

ta
na

N
ew

 Y
or

k
Lo

ui
sia

na
Ca

lif
or

ni
a

So
ut

h 
Da

ko
ta

N
eb

ra
sk

a
W

yo
m

in
g

Rh
od

e 
Is

la
nd

Ha
w

ai
i

N
ev

ad
a

Io
w

a
Al

as
ka

Al
ab

am
a

Id
ah

o
U

ta
h

Av
er

ag
e 

GD
P 

Lo
ss

 (%
)



The pandemic losses over the century are 
staggering.
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Thank You!

Hanushek@Stanford.edu

http://hanushek.stanford.edu/
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