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Overview of NAEP
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What is the purpose?

The Nation’s Report Card (also known as the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress or 
NAEP) provides national and state data on how 
well students are doing on a common measure 
across the country.
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What content is assessed? 

The 2022 Nation’s Report Card assessed students in 
grades 4 and 8 on reading and math.
(In some years, the assessment is also administered 
to 12th graders and in additional subjects, including 
U.S. history, science, civics, and more.)
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When was the assessment given?

*- Last administration was in 2019.
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What’s on the test? 
Questions include multiple choice questions 
and open-ended questions.
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Which students are assessed? 
• A nationally representative sample of students 

are tested.
• The 2022 reading and math assessments were 

administered to nearly 500,000 fourth and eighth 
graders in nearly 11,000 schools nationwide. 
Approximately 3,700 fourth-graders and 3,600
eighth-graders participated from South Carolina.

• Total test administration time- 90 minutes.
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How are results reported?

• Results are reported at the national and state 
levels, and at the district level for 26 districts 
participating in the Trial Urban District 
Assessment (TUDA) program.

• There are no district, school, or individual 
results.
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Why does this assessment 
matter?
NAEP is considered the “gold standard” in 
national and international assessment of 
student achievement with a unique capacity to:
• Evaluate changes in what students know and 

can do over time
• Evaluate differences between states in what 

students know and can do



2022 Nation’s Report Card
South Carolina Results in Grades 4 and 8 Reading and Math
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Grade 4- Reading
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Grade 4- Math
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Grade 8- Reading
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Grade 8- Math
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Grade 8 Math-
National 
Perspective
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What are achievement levels? 
• NAEP achievement levels describe what students 

should know and be able to do. Results are reported 
as percentages of students performing at or above 
NAEP Basic, NAEP Proficient, or NAEP 
Advanced.

• Scoring at the NAEP Proficient level is the goal for 
all students. But it cannot be compared to grade-
level proficiency on state or district assessments.
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SC Results- ABOVE Basic and Proficient 



The Economic Cost of the 
Pandemic
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The aggregate impacts of learning 
losses are stunning.
Research recently published by economist and Governing Board member 
Eric A. Hanushek reveals:

• Individuals in COVID-cohort lose on average 5.6 percent.
• Larger for disadvantaged .

• National loss is $28 trillion .
• Losses are permanent unless schools get better.

Source: Hanushek, E.A. (January 2023). The Economic Cost of the Pandemic, Stanford University.
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The projected income loss for the COVID-cohort is 
significant– more in some states than others.
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What Can Be Done?



24*- 2022 Contextual Survey Questionnaire
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Results from NCES School Pulse Survey
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QUESTIONS AND
DISCUSSION
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